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LONDON REVIEW. 


FOR JULY, 1778. 


The Lustan; or the Difecovery of India. An Epic Poem: 
Tranflated from the Original Perarege of Luis de Camoins. 
By William Fulius Mickle. The Second Edition, 11. 1. 
Bew, &c. 


{t is equally to the-credit of public tafte and to the ho- 
nour of Mr. Mickle, that a fecond edition, of his excellent 
tranflation of the Lufiad of Camoens_ hath fo foon made its 
appearance. The juftice of the encomiums, we pafled on 
it when firft publifhed, having been ratified by the general 
concurrenee of the judicious; farther commendation would 
be fuperfluous. We fhould not think ourfelves exeufables 
however, in pafling this republication: unnoticed, as it is 
attended with alterations and additions to the work, which 
as real improvements add greatly to its value.—In the 
poem itfelf, indeed, the alterations are inconfiderable, In 
the Introduétion and notes are to be found many materiat 
amendments, particularly in the hiftory of Portuguefe Afia; 
in which the fall of that empire in the Eaft is minutely de« 
lineated ; andthe notions, of India trade, advanced by Dr. 
Smith, in his celebrated Treatife on the Wealth of Nations, 
are properly examined. An appendix, containing authorities 
and illuftrative obfervations, is wholly new, and the former 
détached notes, on the Bramins, aré extended, by great 
additions, into a differtation ; which fs printed at the end of 
the feventh book of the poem, under the title of an enquiry 
inte the Brahmin philofophy. From the hiftory of Portus 
gaefe Afia, we fhall felect a thort quotation or two, as fpee 
cimens of Mr: Mickle’s hiftorical ftyle and mode of narra« 
tion. 

“¢ With the eulogium of Caftro, Camoens concludes his pros 
phetic fong, and here alfo the moft glorious period of the Portue 
guefe empire in Afia terminates. But the circumftances of its fall, 
and the noble and partly fuccefsful ftruggles which it fometimes: 
made, when its total extinétion feemed inevitable, are highly 

Vor, VII. Ppp worthy 





Almors Militia Lift. 
MISCELLANIES. 


A Memoir of fome principal Circumfances in the Life and Death of the 
reverens and learned Augujus Montacue Toplady, B.A, late Vicar of 
> r , : ‘sa Ci ry ' 
Broad Hemhbury, Devon: To which are alded, wr tien by Ling Tf, 
, . ; : . r- } PA, et ae 
The dying Believer’s Addrefs to bis Soul, aad bis own Laft Wik and 
Tiflament. ovo. td, Mahews. 


Mr. Toplady, we are told, was the fon of Richard Toplady, a 
captain in the army ; he was born at Farnham in the year 1740: 
brought up at Wettminfter tchool and at Trinity college, Dubiin; 
was ordained in 1762; and inducted te the hving of Broad Hem- 
bury foon after: which place ciiacieeing with his corftitution, he 
came to London, and preached in the French chapel, in Orange 
Street, Leicefter Fields; he died on the eleventh day of Augutft, 
1773, 2ud was buried in Tottenham Court Chapel ‘To the me- 
moir is added a lift of Mr. ‘Toplacy’s publications ; the principal of 
which is entitled an Hittorical Proof or the Deétrinai Calviniim of 
the Church of England, and was publifhed about four years ago, 


A Sentimental Diary, kept in an Excurfion to Little Hampton, near 
Arundel, andio Brighthelmjione, in Sujex. Small 8vo. Ryall. 


A pleafant narrative, of the incidents attending the little tour 
above mentioned, writen in the manner of Sterne; nor is the writer 
unfuccefsful in his imitation of what has little merit but in its ori- 


ginality. 





4 Chronalogical Abridyment of the Life and Reign of Henry IV. King 
_ of France. 12mo. 2s. Newberry. ; 


An abridgment, indeed ! 


A Lift of the Officers of the Militia of England and Wales, for the 
Year 1778. 8vo. 1s, 6d. Almon, 


Apparently correct. 


This SurpLement will be concluded in our Review for Fanuary. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In anfwer to feveral of our correfpondents, who are defirous we 
fhould mention the new Books and Pamphlets immediately on their 
publication, before we have time to review them ; we reply that, 
although fuch a Method may be proper with thofe Reviewers, who 
defer their Stri€tures on new Books ior feveral Months together, it 
were ncedlefs with us, who take fo early an opportunity of giving an 
aceount of the princ'pal and interefting; efpecially, as in future, 
we mean not to be in Arrears with even the moft infignificant; all 
which fhall, if poffible, be reviewed either in the current month, or 
in the next, after they come to our knowledge whether by public ad- 
vertifement or private information. ' 
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The Lusian; or the Difcovery of India. An Epic Poem: 
Tranflated from the Original Portuguefe of Luis de Camoins. 
By William Fulius Mickle. The Second Edition, 1h. 18 
Bew, &c. 


[t is equally to the credit of public tafte and to the ho- 
nour of Mr. Mickle, that a fecond edition, of his excellent 
tranflation of the Lufiad of Camoens hath fo foon made its 
appearance, The juftice of the encomiums, we pafled on 
it when firft publifhed, having been ratified by the general 
concurrenee of the judicious; farther commendation would 
be fuperfluous. We fhould not think ourfelves exeufable, 
however, in pafling this republication unnoticed, as it is 
attended with alterations and additions to the work, which 
as real improvements add greatly to its value.—In the 
poem itfelf, indeed, the alterations are inconfiderable. In 
the Introduétion and notes are to be found many materiat 
amendments, particularly in the hiftory of Portuguefe Afia; 
in which the fall of that empire in the Eaft is minutely des 
lineated ; and the notions, of India trade, advanced by Dr. 
Smith, in his celebrated Treatife on the Wealth of Nations, 
are properly examined. An appendix, containing authorities 
and illuftrative obfervations, is wholly new, and the former 
detached notes, on the Bramins, are extended, by great 
additions, into a differtation ; which is printed at the end of 
the feventh book of the poem, under the title of an enquiry 
intq the Brahmin philofophy. From the hiftory of Portu- 
gaefe Afia, we fhall felect a fhort quotation or two, as fpee 
cimens of Mr: Mickle’s hiftorical ftyle and mode of narra« 
tion. 

*€ With the eulogium of Caftro, Camoens concludes his pros 
phetic fong, and here alfo the moft glorious period of the Portu. 
guefe empire in Afia terminates. But the circumftances ef its fall, 
and the noble and partly fuccefsful ftruggles which it fometimes 
made, when its total extinétion feemed inevitable, are highly 
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worthy of the attention of the political philofopher, and forns 
alfo the neceflary conclufion of this hiftory. 

‘¢ Garcia de Sa, an experienced officer, fucceeded Caftro, and 
con ‘luded the various treaties of peace, procured by the arms, 
and in agitation at the death of that great man, highly to the 
advantage and honour of Portug:]. The celebrated S’. Francis 
Xavier was now a principal ch racer in Portuguelé Alia. And 
while the converfion of the Kaft was all he profitfed, he rendered 
the throne ‘of Portugal the moft political fervices. His unremit- 
ting diligence, and the danger and toil of his jouraies trom king- 
dom to kingdom, befpeak a great mind, ardently devoted to his 
enterprize ; andthe various princes who received baptifm from his 
hatits, and the many thoufands who, on his preaching, aflumed 
the Chriftian name, difplayed a fuccefs which his admirers efteem- 
ed miraculous. Nothing, however, could be eafier than fuch 
coaverfion, Xavier troubled his new converts with no reftraint, 
and required from them no knowledge of the Chriftian principles. 
He baptized them, and gave them crucifixes to worfhip, and told 
them they were now lure of heaven. But while he was thus fu- 
perficial as an apoftle, as a politician he was minute and compre- 
henfive. Several friars of different orders had ere now attempted 
the converfion of fome Indians ; but a regular fyftem, of the moft 
extenfive operation, was referved for the fons of Ignatius Loyala; 
and Xavier, his friend and arch-dilciple, laid the bold and ar- 
duous plan of reducing the whole Eaft to the {piritual vaflalage of 
the papal chair. What is implied in this he well knew, and 
every offer of religious inftruction which he made, was attended 
with the moft flattering propofals of alliances ; of alliances, how- 
ever, which were cilculated to render the natives dependent on 
the Portuguefe, and mere tributaries. In this plan of operation 
the great abilities of Xavier were crowned with rapid fuceefs. 
Kings and kingdoms, won by his preaching, fued for the friend- 
fhip of the Portuguefe. But while the olive of peace feemed reas 
dy to {pread its boughs over Iadia, the unrelenting villainy of the 
Portuguefe foldiers and merchants counteracted the labours of Xa- 
vier ; and feveral of the new baptized princes, in refentment of 
the injuries they received, returned to piginifin and hoftiiity. 
Xavier, who acted as a {py on the military and civil government 
of India, not only, from time to time, laid thefe abufes before 
the king of Portugal, but alfo inteiefted himfelf greatly both in 
the military * and civil councils of Portuguefe Afia. He was the 


* In 1547 Malaca was faved by Xavier. The king of Achem, the 
inveterate enemy of Portugal, fitted out 60 veffels againit that port, And 
when the governor refufed to fail in tearch of the enemy, ere they were 
fully equipped, Xavier perfuaded the mercliants to fit out ten veffels. 
He went on board, and by his perfuafions, and prophecies of fuccefs, fo 
encouraged this fmall fquadron, that they gained a complete victory 
ever the fleet of Achem, 

in timat 





The Lufiad, an Epic Poem. 475 


intimate friend and counfellor of the great Caftro, and his politi- 
cal efforts were only bathed by the hardened corruption of the 
Portuguefe manners 

** While Xavier thus laboured in the direétion of the fprings 
of government, Garcia de Sa died fuddenly, and in authority 
was fucceeded by George de Cabral. The Zamorim, the king 
of Pimenta, and eighteen vaflal princes, among whom was the 
late converted king of Tanor, who had now renounced his bap- 
tifm, joined in a league again{t the king of Cochin, the faithful ally 
of Portugal, and took the field with near 200,000 men. Cabral 
hatted to the affiftance of Cochin, and in feveral expeditions gained 
confiderable advantages over the enemy. The enemy’s main are 
my was now in the ifland of Cochin, and Cabral with 100 fail, 
and an army of 40,000 Cochinians, had reduced them to the lowe 
eft extremity ; when, on the very day, upon which the eighteen 
vaffal princes were to have been given up as hoftiges, a new vice- 
roy, Don Alonzo de Noronha, arrived, and inttantly ftopped 
the operations of Cabral: and by the mifunderftanding between 
the two governors, the whole army of the enemy efcaped. Xa- 
vier remonftrated, by letter, in the ftrongeft terms, to the king 
of Portugal, and advifed the feverity of punifhment; but to 
thefe falutary waraings no attention was paid by the court of 
Lifbon. 

‘* During Sa’s government, the coafting trade of the private 
adventurers became more and more piratical, and continually 
gave birth to an endlefs fucceflion of petty, but bloody wars. 
Though the king of Cochin had ever been the faithful ally of 
Portugal Cabral ordered, without even the pretence of come 
plaint, one of his richeft pagodas * to be plundered. This ate 
tempt, in the true fpirit of the private traders, was defeated 5 
but the royal monopoly, already miferably inadequate both to its 
means and object, fuffered by this breach of faith. It was the 
eaufe, fays Faria, that the homeward fleet, of only three thips, 
fet out ill laden, and late in the feafon, when the tempelts were 
coming on. 

‘* When Noronha opened his patent of commiffion, he found 
that his power had received a limitation unknown before. A 
council was therein nominated, by whole advice he was enjoined 
to govern. But it does not appear, trom his envious and ruinous 


* The Indian pagodas or temples are the repofitories of their moft 
valuabie treaiures. When they intend to buila a pagoda, fays Faria, 
they fow the ground with kidney-beans. When thefe are green, the 
bring a gicy cow to feed among them, and on the {pot where fhe firk 
dungs, they ereét the throne of the idol to whom the pagoda, which 
they build around it, is to be dedicated. Pythagoras’s veneration for 
arse together with his metempfichofis, was perhaps borrowed from the 
ndians. 
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tranfaction with Cabral, or from any other of his meafures, that 
he was either reftrained or influenced by their covtroul. Petty 
wars and ufual depredation marked the beginning of his regency ; 
the latter part of it was truly infamous. The Portuguefe had 
valuable fettlements in the rich ifland of Ceylon, and the king of 
Cota, their ally, was now treacheroufly invaded, in breach of a 
folemn peace, by Madune king of Ceytavaca, In one of the firft 
battles the king of Cota loft his life, and his fucceffor implored 
the ftipulated affiftance of the Portuguefe. Noronha himfelf haften- 
ed to Ceylon, and his firft action was to put to the rack fome of the 
domeftics of the king whom he came to defend, in order to make 
them difcover their prince’s treafures. He then plundered the pa- 
lace of the late king, and demanded 200,000 ducats to defray his 
charges, which fum was immediately given to him. He after- 
wards defgated Madune, and rafed his city in fearch of treafure, 
and very confiderable riches were found. By agreement one half 
of the booty was due to the king of Cota, but Noronha paid no 
regard to the faith of treaty. Nor would he leave one Portu- 
guefe foldier to defend his injured ally, though earneftly folicited, 
and though the king of Ceytavaca remained in the mountains 1¢a- 
dy for revenge on the departure of the viceroy*. 

** The Grand Turk, {till intent on the extirpation of the Por- 
tuguefe from India, fitted out three formidable {quadrons during 
the regeney of Noronha. The firft, commanded by a bold pi- 
gate named Pirbec, failed from Suez, with an armament of 
36,000 men. He plundered the Portuguefe fettlement at Maf- 
eata, and even the city of Ormuz, though the fort held out a- 
gaint ‘him. Having alfo plundered other coafts, he returned to 
Conftantinople with great riches, which he prefented to the fultan. 
But, as nothing effectual was done towards the extirpation of the 
Europeans, in place of reward, Pirbec’s head was ftruck off by 
order of the grand fignior. 

‘* The ftrenuous and long continved efforts of the Porte to 
expel the Portuguele from the eaftern feas, difplay the vait ime 
portance of the naval fuperiority of the Europeans in Afia, 
Though immediate gain feems to have been the fole motive of the 
Europeans who firft went to India, the Moors and Turks per- 
ceived the remote political confequences of their arrival, in the 
cleareft light. Diflatisfied with the undecifive expedition of Pir- 
bec, two other formidable Turkifh fquadrons were fent a- 
gainft the Portoguefe. But both of thefe were commanded 
by officers of mean abilities, and were totally defeated by 
fhipwreck and battle. The Zamorim and the king of Pi- 
menta, whofe combined army Noronha had formerly pers 
mitted to efcape, had continued, during the war in Cey- 


® By order of the king of Portugal, and by means of Xavier, the exe 
tortions of Noronha were afterwards reftored to the king of Cota, 
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jon and with the Turks, to harrafs the Portuguefe fleets, and the 
king of Cochin, their ally. Noronha, now at leifure, went ig 
perfon to revenge thefe infults, and the rich iflands of Alagada, 
fubject to the king of Pimenta, after a defperate defence, were de= 
ftroyed with fire and fword. Our military poet, Camoens, at 
this time arrived in India, and difcovered his valour as a volunteee 
in this expedition. 

“6 While the royal monopoly and the coafting trade were thus 
reduced and expofed, under the langour and weaknefs of the mie 
litary operations, the aétive {pirit of Xavier was untired. Have 
ing vifited almoft every fettlement, every where endeavouring to 
infpire political vigour and unanimity, he was now bufied in add 
ing the Chinefe language to his other laborious acquirements of 
the oriental tongues ; for the fpiritual dominion of China was the 
grand objedt of his ftupendous plan. But, alarmed at the {preade 
ing odium raifed by the cruel and unjuft aGions of Noronha in 
Ceylon, he hafted thither, for he forefaw the malign influence of 
the Portuguefe infolence and oppreffion. From Ceylon he went 
to the Malucos and Japan, and when ready to enter China, his 
death in the ifle of Sancyon clofed his unwearied labours of twelve 
years in the Eaft. To reftrain the Portuguefe injuftice and tyran- 
ny, and to win the affe¢tion of the natives, were the means by 
which Xavier endeavoured to eftablifh his ftupendous plan of the 
vaflallage of the eaftern world. And, had he lived in the more 
virtuous days of Albuquerque, his views would probably have been 
crowned with fuccels.' By the mean artifices and frauds of the 
jefuits who fucceeded in his miffion, whofe narrow minds were 
earneft for prefent emolument, what good effects the fuperioe 
mind of Xavier had produced, were foon counteracted, and 
totally loft.” 

Of the outrages and enormities, committed by the Pore 
tugueie, which in time effected the fall of their Afiatic doe 
minion, Mr. Mickle gives a particular detail ; of which the 
following may ferve as a fample. 

‘€ While the military reputation of the Portuguefe had almoft 
loft its terrors, while their: empire in the Eaft was thus haftenin 
to its fall, John I}I. was fucceeded by Sebaftian, an infant ; a 
Don Conftantine de Braganza, of the blood royal, was appoi 
deputy -king of India. He governed three years, and never pére 
formed one aétion which did honoyr to his abilitles. The offie 
cers he fent out on various expeditions were generally defeated, 
particularly in a war with the Turk on the coafts of Arabia, 
He himfelf thared the fame fate, and once faved his life, at the 
city of Jafanapatan, by inglorious flight. His views were of no 
importance. He imprifoned Luis de Melo for lofing too much 
time in a victorious expedition on the coaft of Malabar. In 4 
aefcent on Ceylon, the Portuguele {cized the tooth of a monkey, 
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a relick held facred by the pagans, for which, according to Linf- 
choten, 700,000 ducats were offered in ranfom; but Conftantine 
ordered it to be burned. The kings of Siam apd Pegu pretended 
the real tooth was faved by a Banian, and each afferting that he 
was in poflleffion of the genuine one, bloody wars, which much 
endangered the Portuguele eaftern fettlements. were kindled; and 
Conftantine, finding himfelf embarraffed, refigned, contrary to 
the defire of the council of Lifbon. He is celebrated for his great 
politenefs and affability ; and his government is diftinguifhed by 
the eftablifhment of the inguifition at Goa. 

** Don Conftintine was fucceeded by the Couat de Redondo. 
Petty wars continued as ufual on every coaft. In 1564, a Por- 
tuguefe flip, contrary to the treaty of peace, was attacked by 
three vellels of Malibar; Redondo complained. aud was anfwer- 
ed by the Zamorim, that fome rebels had done it, whom he 
was welcome: to feize and chaffize. Irritated by this reply, and 
on purpofe to retort it, he fent Dominic de Mefquita with three 
fhips to fcour the coift of Malabar. And Metquita foon mur- 
dered above 2000 Milabrians, the greateft part of whom he 
fewed up in their own fail cloths, and wantonly drowned. Re- 
dondo, however, died fuddenly, ere the Zamorim complained ; 
but fuch was the famenefs of idea among the Portuguefe, that 
Juan de Mendoza, his fucceffor, in anfwer to the Zamorim’s 
complaint, adopted the intended witticifm of Redondo, and res 
torted the Zamorim’s reply ; it was done by rebels whom he was 
we'come to feize and cha/tife. A fpivited reprifal is ofte: the 
molt decifive meafure; but this inhuman one, furely, was not 
dicated by wifdom. A bold woman of quality, whofe hufband 
had been murdered by Mefquita, with all the fury afcribed to an 
ancient Druidefs, ran from place to place, execrating the Portus 
guefe, aud exciting to revenge. Many of the Moors entered in- 
to an oath, never to lay down their arms ti!l they had rooted the 
Portuguefe out of India. They fuddenly befet the fort of Ca- 
nanor, and burned above thirty Portuguefé fhips that rode under 
its cannon; and a tedious war enfued. Mendoza, after fix 
months, was fuperceded by Don Antonio de Noronha, who end- 
ed the war of Cananor, with the defolation of the adjacent coun- 
trye Confufion and bloodhhed covered the rich ifland of Ceylon, 
and the new converts, the allies of Portugal, were hunted down 
by the other natives. The king of Achem and other princes be- 
Ean now to meditate a general league for the extirpation of the 

ortuguefe. And the Grand Turk, defirous of acquifition in India, 
hecame a zealous auxiliary. ut though the firft attempt upon 
Malaca was defeated by the valour of Don Leonis, the comman- 
der, the league continued in agitation, while the Portuguefe 
feemed to invite and to folicit their own deftruction. The rapine 


of jndividuals became every year more fhamelefs and general. 
While 
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While an idolatrous devotion to faints and images rendeted them 
inexorable in their cruelty to thofe of a different worhhip, they 
abandoned themfelves without reftraint to the moft lafcivious lux~ 
ury; and every officer had his feraglio of five, fix, or eight of the 
fineft women. Indian women of quality were publickly dragged 
from their kindred by Portuguefe ravifhers. The inhabitants of 
Amboina had received the Portuguefe with the greateft friendthip. 
At a banquet given by the natives, a young officer, in the face 
of all the company, and in prefence of her hufband, attempted 
to ravith one of the principal ladies, and was unreproved by his 
countrymen. The tables were initantly overturned, and the 
Portuguefe expelled the; iflind. And here, as at Ceylon and 
other parts of India, the popular fury was firft glutted with the 
blood of thofe natives, now eftcemed as traytors, who had em- 
braced the religion of the Portuguele, Immediately another mof 
daring breach of humanity called aloud upon the princes of the 
Eaft to unite in the defence of each other. Ayero,* king of 
Ternate, had always been friendly and tributary to the Portus - 
guefe, yet on renewing a treaty of alliance, after having mutu- 
ally fworn on the arms of Portugal, he was ftabbed by order of 
the Portuguefe commandant. Nor did this treachery appeafe the 
murderer. In prefenceof his queen and daughters, who in vaia 
implored permiflion “len him, his body was cut into pieces and 
falted, put into a cheft, and thrown into the fea.” 

It is no wonder, if fuch horrid tranfactions as thefe, 
fhould excite the natives of India to enter into a general 
combination againft fuch tyrants; who, trampling on the 
Jaws of humanity, and on all the motives of found policy, 
continued to harrafs them with the moft wanton barbarity, 
and in every mode of cruelty and oppreffion. 

Of Mr. Mickle’s political ideas, and his talents for com- 
mercial difquifition, we have a noble example, in the appli- 
cation of his hiftorical narrative, in reply to Dr. Smith’s 
argument againft trading monopolies. 

‘* The application of the eximple of Portuguefe Afia cannot bé 
better enforced than by an examination of the popular arguments 
relative to the Britifh commerce with India. A recent writer on 
the nature and caufes of the wealth of nations, has ftood forth as 
the philofophical champion for the abolition of the monopoly of 


® This is the fame prince whom Deza treacheroufly imprifoned, and 
attempted to ftarve. He continued, however, faithful to the Portuguefe, 
till his nephew was murdered by fome of their officers. Three of the 
aggreflors were feized by the king’s order, and put to death. On re- 
newing the alliance with the Portugufe, he was treacheroufly murdered 
by the commandant’s nephew. As he was ftabbed, he laid hold of a 
cannon which bore the arms of Portugal, and exclaimed, 4h! Cava- 
—_ ry it thus you reward the moft faithful fubje& of your king, my fove- 
réign 
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the Englifh united Eaft India Company. His arguments may be 
geduced to thefe four pofitions. 

- J. Exclufive companies are in every refpe& pernicious. 

- I. In the Portuguefe commerce with India, for more than 
a century, there was no exc/ufive company ; fuch monopoly. 
is therefore unneceflary for the fupport of the Indian coms 

. ‘merce. 

WI. Under a free trade, faétors will fettle in India of their own 
accord, and every commercial accommodation of felling and purs 
ehafing eargo will naturally follow. 

. EV. Where forts and garrifons are abfolutely neceffary, thefe 
will be beft under the immediate protection of the fovee 
reign, under whofe care his native fubjects will find them- 
felves perfeltly fafe and eafy. 

“ The fable of Procruftes, and his iron bed, was perhaps de- 

by the ancients to fignify a fyftem builder and his fyftem, 

The reader will foon be enabled to form his own judgment og 

the juftice of this explanation. 

6 The firit pofition is thus maintained by our author: “ Of 
all the expedients that can we/l be contrived to /lunt the na- 
“* tural growth of a new colony, that of an exclufive company is 
8¢ undoubtedly the moft effectual.” Vol. ii. p 171. 

*¢ Having diftinguifhed monopolies into two kinds, our Author 
thus concludes his chapter; ‘ Such exclufive companies, theres 
“ fore, are nuifances in every re/pedt, always more or lef in- 
** convenient to the countries in which they are eftablifhed, and 
“4 deftructive to thofe which have the misfortune to fall under 
¢ their government.” Vol. ii. p. 256. 

«* Thus, and throughout our author’s whole work, monopolies 
are reprefented as always, avery where, and in every re/peéf, pers 
Micious. Yet when fome hiftorical faéts, and the manners of nae 
tions, are put in the other balance, the fcale, loaded with thefe 
affertions, will inftantly fly up and kick the beam. 

** However foe men may declaim, there was a time. when 
the founding of abbeys and monafteries was the moft political 
method by which the monarchs of Europe could introduce civi- 
lization among their barbarous fubjeéts. And, however ill adapted 
to the prefent times, that old monopoly, the inftitution of corpo 
rations, was at one period highly political, and abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to fupport infant commerce againft the furrounding ope 
preffions and uncommercial fpirit of the feodal fyftem. The 
commerce of the Hans towns began not only with incorporated 
companies, but alfo with a general ftipulated league of thefe come 

panies, for fuch union was abfolutely neceflary to proteét the in- 
fancy of their naval commercial intercourfe againft the numerous 
bands of favage pirates, who at that time infelted the Baltic, the 
Danifh, and the German feas, 
When 
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When prince Henry of Portugal, at his own private expence, 

had difeovered Madeira, his brother, king Edward, made him pro- 
prietor of that ifland. Henry divided it into diftrias, which he 
gave to fome of his captains, who in return paid him a revenue. 
When the faine prince had difcovered the coaft of Guinea, the 
united efforts of a company appeared to him as the moft vigorous 
method of profecuting his defigns. Under a charter from him, 
and for which they pdid him a revenue, fever»! of his captains 
erested a contmercial company at Lag»s, and the vigour of their 
purfuits anfwered the expectations of Henry. .In the third year 
of their eftablifhment, fourteen fhips failed from that port upon 
trade and farther dilcovery; and fifteen were the fame‘year fitted 
out from Madeira. In 1471, Alonzo V. engraffed by domettic 
quarrels, aud the affairs of Morocco, granted Fernando Gomez a 
monopoly of the Guinea trade, for the.{mall fm of 500 ducats 
annually, but upon condition that during the firft five:years he 
fhould extend his difcoveries 500 leagues farther along the fea 
coat. This condition highly vindicates the wifdom of rhis mono. 
poly; as the num-rous fleets of Lagos and Madeira juftify Henry. 
Dilcovery was a moft unpopular meafure, and neither the atten- 
tien of Alonzo, nor the finances of the ftate, could afford to fit 
out fquadrons on expeditions of hope. Even in 1497, two of 
the four thips which were fent to difcover India, were purchafed 
from fubjetts, (/2¢ appendix) fo unable were the royal dock: yards 
of Portugal to fit out fleets for difcovery. 
«~€ Without the regular connection of a company, under the 
fanction of .legiflative authority, the Dutch might have as rati- 
onally attempted toveftablifhh 2 commerce with the moon as with 
India.- The nativés, it is true, received, at firft, both the Dutch 
and the Englith with joy. _ But the Portuguefe were iniinitely too 
ftrong for all the uncennedied attempts of all the private mer- 
chants of.Europe, and it*was their intereft to prevent intruders. 
Nor did the good will of the natives rife from any other caufe 
‘than their dé@ep hatred of the Portuguefe. It was the intereft of 
‘the Moors, Fgyptians, and Turks, th:t no Europeans fhould na. 
‘yigate the eaftern feas; and had the Dutch and Engi fh been the 
firft who difcovered India, they muft have encountered the whole 
force of the Eaft, and all the rage of the Moors. 

‘* A fovereign who defires to open a commerce with a diftant 
country, under the circumftances of India, has enly this alterna- 
tive: he muft either give exc/ufive privileges to a Cpmpany,, or 
he muft put his exchequer to the enormous expence of forts and 
garrifons, and warlike fleets year after year, to awe the hottile 
natives. In this laft fuppofition, the trade with fuch countries 

“may be either referved as a monopoly ‘of the crown, or baid open 
‘and free to all the fubjects, — Exclufive companies were chofen by 
«thé Dutch and Englifh, in their rrofecution of the commerce of 
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Yodiz, Anda crown monopoly was adopted by the kings of 
Portugal. But no fovereign was ever fo deep 2 Theorift as to take’ 
spon himfelf the enormous and uncertain expence of conquering 
and bridling diftant and warlike nations, in order that, after en- 
riching themfelves with the commerce of fuch countries, his fub- 
jeats might be better enabled to pay what future taxes he mighs 
think proper to impofe upon them. 

«* The fecond pofition aferibed to our Author is deduced from 
thefe fentences; ‘‘ The Portuguefe carried on the trade both to 
** Aftica and the Balt Indies, without any exciu/ive companies.” 
Vol. ii. p. 248. 

‘© Except in Portugal, and within thefe few years in France, 
*¢ the trade to the Saft Indies has, tm every European country, 
** been fubjected to an exclufive company.” Vol. ii. p. 242. 

“¢ That fach companies are not in general neceflary for carry 
‘* ing on the Eaft India trade, is /uficiently demonflrated by the 
experience of the Portuguefe, who enjoyed almoft the whole of it 
“© for more than a century together, without any etclufive coms 
‘* pany. Vol. ii. p. 246. 

«In political philolophy an exclu/ive company and exclufive 

trade are exactly the fame. Our Author himlel£ gives the very 
worlt of characters of a regal monopoly ; but it &Kems to have 
been utterly unknown to him, that fuch ever was, and is, the 
Portuguefe commerce between Europe and India ; utterly un 
known to him, that the Portuguele free trade in the Indian feas 
was a difgrace to commerce, was ruinous in every principle, was 
efteemed infamous, only fit for felons, im the days of the Portu 
guefe profperity; and in order to its fuppreflion, was taxed 
greatly beyond the trade carried on by the natives. The conti- 
nuance or abolition of the Eaft India Company is'a matter of the 
firft importance. If either method be adopted tpon fa//e prin. 
ciples, the confequences will be feverely felt. We fRall therefore 
_claim fome merit in holding up a confpicuous example to future 
philofophers, how imprudent it isto truft to the /elf-/uficiency 
ef /peculation, when, on the moft importaut topics, they appeat 
to hiftorical fats as a fufficient demonfiration of the safe and fatety 
of their theoretical ichemes.” 

But for the farther profecution of this argument, a8 
weil as the bp entertaining and inftructive enquiry into 
the Bramins philofophy, we maft refer our readers to the 
work itfelf. E. 
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Minutes of Agriculture, made ona Farm of 300 Acres of va- 
rious “Seils, near Croydon, Surry. To which is pA. a 
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- Digeft, wherein the Adinates are [yftemized and amplified , 
and elucidated by Drawings of new Implements, a fatm 
Yard, ce. The whole being publi~hed as a Sketch of the 
aéiual Bulinefs ‘of a Farm; as Hints to the inexperienctd 
Agriculturifi; as a Check to the prefent falfe Spirit of 
Farming ; and as an’ Overture to Vion Agriculture. 


By Mr. Marfoall. 14to. 128. Dodfley. 
{Continued from Page 453.) 


We fhall treat the Digef, of this fpirited and fingular 
writer, in the fame manner as we did the Minutes, by act- 
ing merely as mafter of the ceremonies, and permitting him 
to make his approach, to our readers, in his own way. 

“« Tt was vot the caprice of an hour—but principle—founded 
on nature—aétuated by experience—and confirmed by long pre- 
ameditation, which led the author from towz to rufticity. 

** Youths imperceptibly imbibe and retain ideas of the objects 
furreunding their youth ; and the feeds of agriculture were, of 
courfe, /e/f-/own in the writer. But an utter averfion to farming 
totally ftopped their vegetation ; until a few years acquaintance 
with the world had convinced him, that nature, rurality, con- 
‘temptation and happinefs, are nearly allied; and a freth fight of 
juvenile {cenes roufed the Jatent feeds. Books attempted to raife 
the puny fhoots, but they poifoned the ftraggling plants with 
noxious weeds ; and on a review, the corz was deemed too f{canty 
aud too foul to fland for a crop. The baneful herbage was 
therefore plowed-in, and the foil received a three fummers fallow, 
The foil. difcumbered, ‘he afked of Nature fome genuine feed, and 
he fowed it.under his directions. The vigorous plants exceeded 
his ambitious wifhes, and Reafon attempted, but in vain, to rear 
them. He therefore placed them under the care of Experiment 
and Obfervation, and there are fome hopes of a crop. 

** Literally—the author, fearing that fiom education and 
-books he had received falfe ideas of agricilture, wifhed for a fafer 
‘bafis on which to place his future acquificions—He was aware of 
the influence of prejudice; and therefore refolsed to throw afide 
books, and endeavour to erafe from his mind cvery trace of agri. 
cultural knowledge. A-few years, ‘and afrefh review of the ma- 
ithematics (for perhaps this, in preference to every other {cience, 
teaches and habituates mankind to think {y{tematically and. tenfe- 
4y), prepared him for the tzfk; and about eighteeh months ’be- 
fore the commencement of the preceding Minutes, he began the 
analyfis of the means of human -exiftence.—He endeavoured to 
trace the caufes to their fource, and ‘the effects to their efflux, 
and to purlue the. means to the -extremity of obvioufnefi. On 
this .analyfis.he attempted to draw the outlines of a fyftem o£ 
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agriculture, or'of whatever the reader choofes to name it—the 
writer calls it a Syftem of Naturifion—and he had fome fuecefs. 
This made hin ftill more apxious for 2 country life.— He wifhed 
to improve and perfeét by practice the theofetic fketch ;—but he 
‘was impatient, and attempted the filings from theory alone. — 
He need not acquaint the reader, that he made bungling work : 
howcver, to do the attempt juftice, he apprehends , he owes 
to it fome thoughts, which elfe might not have occurred. After 
he reached the field of experience, and, indeed, after the com- 
mencen.ent of the preceding minutes, he continued to /j/femize 
what he thought worthy of his /y/fem; and the minutes before 
January 1775, contain little more than the refufe. From that 
time, he threw every thing he thought minxztab/e, into a feries 
of minutcs, and digeited them at his leifure. 

“ It may be neceflary to obferve, that this /ong flory has not 
‘been introduced to give the writer an opportunity of talking of 
himfelf, but of telling the reader that the heads of this Digeft are 
taken from that fketch; that part of the fyftemized matter, whe- 
ther theoretic or praétical, is bere blended with the Minutes ; 
and that this Digett comprehends the who/e (be it much or little) 
of the author’s agricultura] knowledge, 

19th July, 1777.” ' 

As a fpecimen of this part of the work, we fhall give the 
firft feétion; containing a general view of farming and 
farmers. 

‘* Man, as an animal, has. few wants; and, probably, there 
has been a time, when the {pontaneous produce of the foil was 
thought adequate to them. 

** In the prefent {tate of populofity, independent of luxury, 
the fpootaneous growth would be found far fhort of his indifpen- 
fable exigencies. Therefore, from agriculture the neceffaries of 
life proceed—By agriculture, mankind pre/erve exiftence—And 
agriculture, in a ftate of natural populofity, is the natural pro- 
feffion of map. 

‘* But, in a ftate of trade, where gold alleviates every want, 
it is not xeceffary that each individual fhould be an agrieulturift ; 
nor, in a ftate of commerce, that each community fhould produce 
the immediate means of its own prefervation. It is, however, 
ahfolutely neceffary, that the commercial communities, collectively, 
_ provide for the natural neceflitics of the commercial 
world, . 

“* Buta ftate of confirmed conmerce is a fate of luxury, where 
natural neceility is abforbed in /uperfiuity, and each community 
has other means of fubfiftence ;—as mining, hunting, fifhing, na- 
Vigation, merchandifing, trade, and manutactures———But mining, 
hunting, fifhing, are partial ;—and. commerce, with her train, 
like the ferpent, crawls from place to place, and charms but to 
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deflroy. Agriculture alone ‘is*permanent, and common to the 
habitable world ;—from agriculture the /2/ling welfare of a ftate 
proceeds ; and agriculture, even ‘in a ftate of commercial fplen- 
dour, is the grand object of every community.’ ; 

‘* But public and private agriculture differ widely.—That ree 
gards thé'commiuility, without confidering the individual ;—this, 
fimply confidered, views the individual, regardlefs of the whale: 
And private agricufture, in a {tate of commerce, where indi- 
viduals have a choice in their profeffion, becomes, fimply confi 
dered, a pecmmiary employment. 

** But an individual is a fon of Nature,—a brother of man- 
' kitid,a member of fociety,—and a man ;—and he has four prine 
cipal motives to private agriculture : yr 

A love of nature, A love of himfelf; divifible into, 

A love of mankind, Self-amufement, 

A love of his country, Self-emolument. 

“Until the prefent century, farming, like religion, was an 
hereditary myflery, tvansferred from father to fon, and had no 
other foundation than chance- produced cuftom; nor was a€tuated 
by any other motive than felf-emolument. era 

‘* Reafon found her ploding through a narrow, blind-lane—a 
by-road, fall of floughs and quick-fands.—He led her from the 
mire—dréffed Her in a decent, ruftic garb—and introduced her to 
Books.’ Books recommended her to Science.—Science, unfortu- 
nately threw her in the way of Tafte ;—and mex of Taffe/! mount- 
ed heron the throne of Abfurdity —dreffed her up {6 truly fantaftical, 
and placed in fuch an aukward light, that Ridicule threatens, to 
jaugh her back to the dirt and darknefs from whence fhe came.— 
She is no Jonger an Art nor even a’ Science, but a chit-chat com- 
panion ‘to the fine Arts and Belles Lettres! She refembles a rud- 
dy, buxom, cottage-bred country houfe-wife, bedizened in mode 
and muflin, parading the mall of Tafte amidft modern petits- 
maitres. 

‘* The philofophy of agriculture is the firft chapter of natural 
philofophy—as the procefs is that of experimental; and it is au 
unpleafing’ refleQion, that the firft of human fciences fhould be 
made the hobby horfe of projedtors, and the catch penny of book{el- 
lers—or that the parent of individuals and patron of empire fhouid 
become the playmate of Tafle.* a 

** Farming may be feen in another point of view.—For many 
generations before the laft, it was wholly in the hands of the il- 
literate, holding the management of their anceftors facred as 


* Whoever will look into the celebrated Tours, may fee corn- 
fheaves, feulpture, and carrots; bnilocks, belles lettres, and Burnet; 
paintings, pigs, and piéturefque views; and * round ‘about 
the May-pole how they trot!” mes 4 

their 
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heir faith. Men of letters and travel, feeing its unfortupate q- 
tuation, introduced, prad:/ed, and publifhed the improvements 
of other countries.—Thus clover, turnips, aud many other obvi- 
ous improvements were devizoned, and adopted by the dawning 
pe fantry, in proportion to their utility :— and thus Engiith agri- 
culture, like the Englifh oak, thot flowly from a ftable, healthy 
root. 

“ But men of fpeculation, unwilling to wait the tardy pro- 

grefs of practice, mounted the wings of theory—raifed /pecious 
Schemes and flattering calculations, and ufhcred them into the 
world, without fe/ing their truth or utility. 
* 4 This has rouzed the {pirit of farming in four orders of men.— 
‘The man who has broken his fortune, flies to farming to repair 
it ;—the monied-man hopes, by farming. to éacreafe his ftore ; 
t—while men of fpeculation and project eagerly embrace it as the 
moft certain and {peedy way of making a fortune! But, wortt of 
all, men on’ the brink of ruin fly to it as to a friend in need; — 
when, alas! the delufive phantom vanifhes, and the difappoint- 
ment only ferves to precipitate their fall. ut the mifchief ends 
not here :—the real caule of their difgrace is only known xo 
themlelves ; the world (or, which is the fame thing, men of mo- 
derate capacities who do not think for themfelves) lay the blame 
on agriculture ;—the aboripinal farmer, who is unable to diftin- 
guill {ciencé from fpeculation, and who looks upon beth as ins 
traders, is folicitous to circulate the fcandal ;—and thus, {cience 
and fpeculation are doomed, without diftindlion, to difgrace and 
infamy. 

“ The landed gentleman,—the clergy,—and: the lay-reéors, 
have induftrioufly propagated this falfe {pirit of farming and have 
fuccefsfully raifed their rents and tithes. —The clergyman’s text is 
well chofen;—a time may come, however, when the landed 
ventlenan or his pofterity may look back with hearts full of re- 
pentance.—The advance of rent ferves only as an advance of 
luxury.—But, thould the recent prices of. produce fall, (and that 
on a par of years they will fall, needs not the gift of propheey 
to foretel) and with them the farmer or his rent, a reduéion of 
income will moft probably prove a reduétion of happine/s. 

«* Other promulgers of this aerial fyftem are men aétuated by a 
Jove of their country. . The fins of thefe are venial ; becaufe they 
mean well:—Their objec is to increafe the quantity, and there- 
by decreafe the price of provilions, They endeavour to fpur on 
the individual to fpirited management ; eyeing the good of the 
whole, unmindtul of his welfare. But where will center the 
good of the whole, when the individuals are di/gufted, and agri- 
culture is become the ¢erifion, not the admiration of fathion? 

“ It has been—it is—the fafhion to admire it.—It is beginning 
to be—and fhould this impoftor be fuffered to ftroll abroad un- 
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ftignatized, it may foon be—the fafhion to fneer at it.—The dif 
appointed, who have flipt the mefh, already begin to fmile at 
thofe whom they fee floundering in the net,—and laugh aloud at 
him who is tame enough to take it.-——The numbers of difap- 
pointed will daily encreafe, and the fatirifts of agriculture may 
foon laugh its panegyrifts out of countenance.” 

Our Author proceeds next to give a defcription of our 
prefent race of farmers; whom he diftinguifhes into there 
principal clafles, the ABORIGINAL, the scltENTIFIC, and 
the AERIAL ——The firlt of thefe clafles, he fubdivides 
into the iliberal Sloven, the ilhterate Economiff, the. Ape- 
gentleman, the Sub/flantial, and the Gentlemanlp, each of 
which he feverally defcribes: but the Scientific, or as Mr. 
Marfhall ftiles him the Scienci/?, is THE MAN, afier his 
own heart. He is, indeed, as the painter has depicted 
him, a character of ftriking merit, and as ftrikingly pour- 
trayed, 

s This is the man—{no matter whether born heir to wooden- 
fhoes or a coronet) whofe parent—preceptor— and patron, ig 
Nature. Him he obeys,—him he reveres,—him he contemplates, 
=him he admires,—him he mentally adores—as foul of the cre- 
ation, —as fole comprehen/ible, fource of his exiltence. 

‘* He views the prefent world. Here, he fees a treache- 
ous, ruffian gang, in fpecious mafquerade, hacking down law, lis 
berty, and life, to ftorm the unttable fortrefs of power! There, 
a tinfelled, giddy throng, with gait voluptuous, flaunting away 
to the Temple of Oftentation In yonder deep morafs, a dabe 
bling, dathing, fhoal, floundering on to the hoard of riches: _ andy 
through yon oaken grove, a peaceful few, walking towards the 
the Field of Quiet, bordering on the now-impenetrable foreft of 
Nature.———Thefe few he joins, and there he fits down -fatis- 
fied. : 

‘¢ He has-acquired the ufefal part of human knowledge ; and 
agriculture he elteems the moft ufeful and the moft abftrufe of 
uf-ful {eiences. an 

“© He b-Veves that the cuftomifts, collefively, are far ade 
vanced on the road of perfection ; but he kzows nothing in agri- 
culture, which proceeds not directly from analyfis, experiment, 
and obfervation. 

‘* He eiteems felf-attendance and clofe attention, even to the 
there’ minutiz, abfolutely. neceflary to common management ; 
nor thinks the miaval operation of the humbleft department be- 
heath the Min. 

“* Agriculture is his ftudy,—lis recreation, and his pecuniary 
profeffion ; for though he courts not fuperfluous riches, he holds 
fetf-intereft, in. a fiate of; commerce, {ynonymous with.felf.pre- 
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fervation. But, while he views himfelf, he lofes not fight of the 
country nar the world he lives in. 

** He withes for uyiverfal plenty. © 

“ He withes to.fee the terrene warld cloathed in luxuriance, 

* He withes to fee the various fyils of his ,country emulous to 
fhoot forth abundante to his countrymen. . 

_** He withes to fee each occupied by the vegetable which affeéts 
it ;—and, colledtively, by fuch as are moft immediately fubfer- 
vient to the natural, neceflities of man. 

“ On the contrary--He wifhcs not to fee the vegetative ele+ 
ments inaétive, nor exhaufted by ufelefs vegetables 3=—nor the ve« 
getable creation diflipated by Super fiuous animals, and fuffered to 
revert to foil, without being immediately, or fecondarily, human 
food.” eon 

As tothe Dige/, itfelf it treats of agriculture, as an art, 
divifible into the theoretical and’ practical,” or into philofophic 
and mechanical, or intd the’ Elements and the Procefs > the 
firtt fhewing what .the elements are. by nature ;. or, what 
they ought to be by art: the laft teaching how to manage 
them in the higheft perfe&ion, confiftent with the greatelt 
emolument of their poffeffor. On this planmy our author 
enters minutely into al] the feveral branches of hufbandry, 
with a. fpirit, method, and precifion, that we donot -re- 
member ever to have met with before. On the whole, we 
ook upon this practical, theoretical treatife on agriculture, 
notwithftanding its literary and moral fingularities, as con- 
taining more real and ufeful information than all the bodies 
and books of hufbandry that ever were written, K. 


a 


An Ingitiry inte the Condué of Lord Pigot, from bis Arrival 
at Fort Saint George to his Expedition to Tanjore. ..With 
Obfervatious on the Defence of Lord Pigot; and onthe Re- 

* foration of the King of Tanjore, confidered, 4to.—No 
Price, nor Bookicller’s Name, hi 


The avowed purpofe of one part of this ingenious per- 
formance is ‘to prove the impolicy and injuftice of depriving 
the Nabob of Arcot of the Tanjore country, and of reftoring 
- the Rajah. Inthe, courfe of this Jnguiry, the writer eftab- 
lifhes tacts, on which he forms many arguments to evince, 
that the plan of the reftoration being projeéted by Lord 
Pigot at home, frem motives of felf-intereft, his friends 
then in the direction, though earneftly folicitous for its 
fuccefs, were yet apprehenfive they might involve the 
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Company more deeply with adminiftration, and expofe 
themfelves to a dangerous refponfibility, fhould they iflue 
POSITIVE orders for the execution of his lordfhip’s plan 5 
as fuch ordergmight be conftrued into a violation of the 
rights of the Nabob as an ally of Great Britain, and be 
confidered as a manifeft breach of the treaty of Paris ;—and 
that, therefore, the dire€tois cautioufly framed their in- 
ftruétions, free from any fuch pofitive order 3 relying on his 
lordfhip’s addrefs, and fuppofed influence over the Nabob, 
to obtain from Aim fuch anh approbation of the meafure as 
would indemnify them from all confequences: But that 
his lordfhip was predetermined to execute his plan atallevents, 
fhould he fail in his various arts to obtain the Nabob’s con- 
fent. From thefe circumftances alone our author takes upon 
him to account for the whole of his lordfhip’s conduct, 
from his arrival in India to his expedition to Tanjore 3 
which, as he contends, would be otherwife inexplicable. 

Afier fome introdu€tory obfervations, he enters on his 
inveftigation, by ftating certain leading parts of Lord Pi- 
got’s conduct; and from his various traniactions, both 
public and private, undertakes to collect the evidence of 
their truth. 

However defirous we might be to enter into a detail of 
this entertaining and fpirited performance, the length of it 
neceflarily confines us to a few curfory ftrictures, and to 
quotations only of fuch paflages as made the greateft im- 
preffion in the reading. : 

The author employs fome pages to fhew the affiduity 
of Lord Pigot to convince the Council] of Madrafs, that 
the Company’s inftructions, relative to Tanjore, con- 
tained the moft pofitive and ind:/penjable order to difpoflefs 
the Nabob and reftore the Rajah, and to draw from the 
board, on certain occafions, public declaraiions to that effee 3 
while, on other occafions, his lordthip empioved the utmoft 
caution, not to exprefs himfelf pojitively on that point, 
but confined himfelf ftri€tly to the letter of the Company’s 
inftructions. He next enters into the confideration of his 
lordfhip’s management to prevent any difcuffion at the 
board ; which, by leading into too nice an inquiry, might 
difcover the true ipirit of thofe inftructions, and the lati+ 
tude they afforded for delay in their execution; whereby 
the pre-determined defigns, which the author had before 
attributed to his lordfhip, might have have been fruftrated, 
In the difcuffion of this point, this writer aflerts, that by 
the reports from Poona, and by the advices from Dengal, 
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the Company had juft reafon to expeét a war with the Maz 
rattoes, which would have required the joint exertion of 
their forces, and thofe of their ally the Nabob. 

O11 this head he obferves that, ‘* in fuch cirommffances, the 
abfurdity of executing a mea/ure that could pofibly be avoided, 
whith muft fo difirefs the finances of our Ally, and of courfe our 
own, as to render our army ufele/s, ts too evident, too glaring, 
to need any difcufion.”’ ** It is palpable,” proceedshe, ** that the 
depriving of the Nabub of Tanjore, in the manner pre-deter- 
mined by his lordhhip, mult have involved us ia this diftrefs; as 
the bulk of his army, and particularly his cavalry, depended on 
the growing crop; deprived of which, aJl the arrears due to the 
troops, and all the aflignments, muft fall on his remaining re- 
venues, already fully mortgaged ;- this muft have caufed general 
apprehenfions for the credit of the Nabob, and a general fear of 
making him any farther loans; and the natural confequence of 
this muft have been that total want of ready money, whiich has 
fince prevailed, and which muft have rendered the prefidency of 
Madras abfolutely incapable of co-operating effeétually in the ex- 
pected war.”’ 

The part of Lord Pigot’s condué&, which this Inquiry 
next propofes for difcuffion, is ‘* his laboured and artful at- 
** tempts to draw from the Nabob a confent either pofitive 
*¢ or implied, to the reftitution of Tanjore.”—After giving 
feveral inftances of fuch attempts our author thus pro- 
ceeds, 

“ © Finding, however that, notwithftanding his reprefentations 
of the pofitive and irrevocable orders of the Company, the Na- 
Bob was not difpofed to-a voluntary refignation of his rights to 
the Tanjore country, Lord Pigot brought other arts in aid: he 
had firft reeomfe tocntreaty ; and it is faid, fo earneft was he to 
obtain his point, that-he frequently wept, and conjured the Na- 
bob by his tears, no longer to with-hold his confeot. When he 
found intreaty fruitlefs, he had recourfe to menace; and, at 
times, gave himfelf up to the moft violent paroxilms of rage, 
threatening to put his orders inftantly into execution by force, 
_and not only to deprive the Nabob of Tanjore, but of all effectual 
authority in the Carnatic, and reduce him to the ftate of a mere 
Dubath. He repretented himlelf as poffeffed of abfolute power ia 
his governinent ; as appointed in defpite of the King and Admi- 
piftration ; he even bo.fted to the Nabob, that he was the 
caufe of the orders to reftore the country to the Rajah, was fe- 
leéted out to execute them; and that he was determined to do 
it at all events. When neither menace or entreaty could pre- 
vail, he had recourfe to promifes; he engaged to fecure the fuc. 
ceffioa so the Carnatick for one fon; to give the Northern Cir. 
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ears to another, and the dominions of Hyder-Ally to a third, 
The alternative of his friendfhip or enmity was held out in every 
light that could raife the Nabob’s hopes, or give the alarm'to 
his fears: his fons, his minifters, his confidants were continually 
befet ; and almoft every individual of his family, and dependent 
in his court, biaffed by expectation or dread, at length endea» 
youred to perfuade the Nabb to fubmit. When his lordfhip 
refolved to try the effe&t of the Nabob’s fears, particular atten- 
tion was paid to his eldeft fon; whom the orders of the Compa- 
ny had in a manner pointed out as his fucceffor. It is needlefs to 
explain the apprehenfions this muft create in the Nabob, for his 
perfonal fafety ; for it is well known that, in Indoftan, to point 
out and countenance a fucceflor to a reigning prince, is to puta 
poniard into the hand of that fucceflor, and of every court 
dependant, ready to itrike at the prince on the throne.” 

In order to manifeft his lordfhip’s pre determination, 
from the motives before attributed to him, to difpoflefs the 
Nabob, and reftore the Rajah, at all events, and to thew 
the impolicy and injuftice of that meafure, our aythor thus 
proceeds. ; 

** The apprehenfiops of a war with France, and their prepa- 
rations at the iflands, have for fome years paft been caufes of 
confiderable alarm to the Company in India. From the critical 
ftate of our affairs in England, from our defencelefs fizuation in 
India, and the preparations of the French, both at the iflands 
and at Pondicherry, his lordthip himfelf thought their defigns fo 
probable, that, though blind almoft to every objeé&t but Tanjore, 
his apprehenfions fhewed themfelves on his‘arrival in his immediate 
inguiry into the ftate of the fortifications of Fort Saint George ; 
yet, though he. feemed very fenfible that no time fhould be loft 
in putting them in a proper ftate of defence, this confideration 
was foon iolt ; and, his attention wholly engaged on his expedi- 
tion to Tanjore, he never afterwards took any pains to compleat 
or foiward the fortifications. 

“ At the time, then, that his lordfhip determined to difpoflefs 
the Nabob of Tanjore, a Morattoe war feemed certaia, a French 
war was apprehended, and the more {peedily, becaufe the furmifes 
refpecting the views of Hyder became almoft a certainty by his 
reduction of Morarew, our ally by treaty ; and by his fraudu- 
Jent feizure of the country of Bazalet Jung. If the public good 
had engaged the leatt thare of his lordfhip’s attention, it certainly 
became him, at this critical junéture, to think very ferioufly of 
the means of averting thefe‘impending dangers, and of combating 
the difficulties, which had fo formidably made head egainft us.—And 
was this to be done by ruining the finances of our ally, on whom 
gur refources folely depended ; and, by a fignal adt of cruel in- 
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whofe neutrality mutt inevitably involve our ruin? 

‘« In whatever light we view his conduct, it is difficult to re- 
eoncile it to motives cither of public good, or public jultice.— Jul. 
tice to the Rajah is indeed the affigned reafon for difpoffeffing 
the Nabob ; but many circumftances lead one to believe this was 
not the true one. If jultice alone prevailed, why thoud it have 
Jain near three years dormant, and only have awakened at the 
time of his lordthip’s departure for India? Whatever might be 
his motives for promoting this meafure, I cannot but think that 
the unjult reprefentations of the independent views of the Nabob, 
were the prevalent ¢caufes with thofe who adopted it. If fuch 
views prevailed, Tanjore, without av Englifh garrifon, was a 
dangerous acceffion of ftrength ;—but his lordfhip muft have been 
convinced that there was no real ground for this charge, and, in 
jettice to the Nabob, he fhould have regulated himfelf by that 
conviction. The peaceable acquiefcence of the Nabob at this 
juncture, may be regarded as a moft unequivocal criterion of his 
attachment :—He faw the moft valuable part of his dominions on 
the point of being torn from him; and that diftrefs, vexation, 
and ruin, mut be the immediate confequence. Tanjore might 
have afforded him a temporary afylum, had he determined to 
have refifted the orders of the Company ; and it is well known 
the French were ready to receive him on any terms, had he been 
inclined to feparate himfelf from our nation ; but, in this inftance, 
and, above all, in the many inftances of his non-refiftance of the 
' wowarrantable violence of Lord Pigot, it was clear that the Na. 
bob placed his reliance, not on his own ftrength, but, on the juf- 
tice of the Englih nation ; and his only defire or attempt was to 
fulpend his ruin till the refult of his appeal to that juftice could be 
known. . 

** If we may be allowed to fuppofe that views of private emo- 
Jument influenced his lordfhip, every part of his conduct then be- 
comes perfedtly confiftent. He had heretofore wifely availed him- 
felf of theealy difpofition, and unbounded liberality of the Nabob; 
but in the courfe of twelve years, during his Jordfhip’s abfence 
from India, fortunately for the true interefts of the company, the 
Nabob had by degrees emerged from the low ftate, in which his 
lordhhip had left him, of a paffive tool to every poffeflor of power, 
to fome fenfe of will independent of the will of the goversor, 
But this was not all: his Lordthip faw too plainly that the pre- 
fent exhaufted ftate of the Nabob’s finances, could not, under any 
influence, fufficiently gratify his extenfive profpe&ts. When he 
turned to the Rajah, the fcene was totally reverfed :—-A young 
man without experience, whom he was to replace on a throne, 
might be taught to look up to his lordfhip as his only fupport and 
protedion ; to plaice abfolute cohfidetice iti him ; in a aa to 
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fabmit- his kingdom to his lordhhip’s intire difpofal.—IF not. poffef- 
fed of much treafure in fpecie, the women of his family had valua- 
ble jewels, and the Rajah himfelf would come to the immediate 
pofleffion of a vaft revenue unincumbered with debt, and almof& 
free from every kind ofcharge and expence: the richeft crop this 
gardea of India had ever produced, was then ripening on the 
ground, the unfailing fource of immediate wealth.—In point of 
{plendid profpect, there was certainly no comparifon, no-choice,' 
between the guardianfhip of this young prince, and the friendhip 
of the Nabob. If therefore mercenary inducements held the con-! 
troul of his Lordfhip’s conduét, the circumftance of the growing 
crop rendered it impoffible for him to lilten to the nabob’s intreaty 
for the fufpenfion of this meafure, ’till the. golden harveft fhould! 
be reaped by other hands. 

“* Every fabfequent ftep of his condu& correfponds with this prue 
dent eleétion which his Lordthip made of a friend between the: 
Nabob and the Rajah. The time from the gth of December to 
the 30th of March, was almoft wholly employed by his Lordthip 
in endeavouring to perfwade the Nabob voluntarily to relinquifh: 
his claim to Tanjore. If the orders of the company had been: po-. 
fitive, all this was unneceffiry, and the meafure might as: well: 
have been executed without the leaft delay ;—however, in: 
the month of march, it could be no longer deferred ; becaufe, ta. 
give his Lordfhip’s own reafon, the flate of the crop in that coune’ 
try did not admit of any farther delay.” 

Our author next proceeds to expofe the ruinous effedts of 
difpofleffing the Nabob ; and proceeds in his propofed invef- 
tigation, in which he feems to difplay an intimate know- 
ledge of his fubje&t, and to have eftablifhed the points he 
contends for by a train of ingenious arguments, fome of 
which appear to be irrefragable ; he next undertakes © to 
confider the moft ftriking aéts of his Lordthip’s condu& 
from the time of his departure for Tanjore to the final e- 
vent of his fufpenfion; and to endeavour to invalidate or 
refute (as they come in his way) the moft material 
charges brought by Lord Pigot’s apvocaTe” againft the 
Majority, on account of their oppofition to his Lordthip’s 
violent meafures, which (as this writer maintains) neceflae, 
rily terminated in his fufpenfion. 

He then recites feveral inftances of outrage committed. 
by Lord Pigot againft the nabob and his fubjects, while his 
lordfhip was ating in the Tanjore Country under the Com- 
miffion of the board; and endeavours to refute the repre= 
fentation and reafoning of Lord Pigot’s advocate in defence 
of thofe acts; acquitting himfelf like an able difputanr, 
aad difplaying on ‘this occafjon, as well as in many fs tical 








22 An Inquiry into the Condud? of Lord Pigot. 


critical obfervations which fuccesd, a peculiar vein of far, 
caftic humour. Among the feveral inftances of Lord Pi- 
got’s mal-adminiftration under this commiffion, we find an 
elaborate, but interefting narrative of the punifhment in- 
lifted by his lordfhip on a Gentoo merchant of confiderable 
rank of the name of Comaroo. The author places this ex- 
traordinary tranfaction in fuch points of view, as appear 
calculated to excite abhorrence not only ot his lord{hip’s 
treatment of this unhappy man, but alfo of thofe who have 
taken on themfelves to defend or juftify the a 

‘«* But that which puts the feal as it were (fays this writer) to 
his lordfhip’s charaéter, ftamps it with the indelible marks of ty- 
ranny and cruelty, is the atrocious treatment of Comuaroo the 
Hindoo merchant. If the condition or rank of this man has been 
fomewhat exaggerated on one fide, it has alfo been extremely de- 
graded on the other. The friends of the majority: have thewn @ 
defire to reprefent him as on a footing with the moft upulent En- 
glith merchants; while the advogate and the other partizans of 
Lord Pigot depretiate him into a low money-broker, fcarce wor- 
thy to be clafled with the dirty jews in Change-Alley or Dukes- 
place. The truth is, Comaroo is a Gentoo of a high ca/?, who, 
from the credit of his opulence and integrity, h.d been for many 
years intrufted with the moft confiderable concerns in the Carnatic, 
He had been long well known and well received both by the Ra- 
jah and the Nabob. A few days. before Lord Pigot arrived in 
India, he returned from Tanjore to Madras; where, being much 
relpected by many of the firft canfideration in the prefidency, he 
was introcuced to Lord Pigot by governor Wynch and Mr. Crawe 
ford.—When Lor Pigot was preparing to fet out for Tanjore, 
Comaroo, who as the fa&tor or agent of Mr. Benfield, had the 
management of his affairs in that country, obtained leave to ac- 
company his principal, who was to j ‘in his lordfhip in that expe- 
dition. There were befides in the governor’s /uite Meffrs. Dalrym- 
ple and Jourdan, both of the council.—Mr, Chambers the inter- 
preter,—and Captain Wood the town-muajor,—with all the emis 
nent bankers of Madras. * 

** On Lord Pigot’s arrival at Tinjore, Comaroo, perceiving 
that the raj:h was frequently vifited :y Moodon Kiftn h, his lord- 
fhip’s dubafh, by other dub fhes, and by wa y perions of the 
place, waited till between 8 and g in the evenmwz, when his lord- 


* The author fays in a note on this paffage, amony thofe was Sunca 
Rama, an aged man of very confiderable wealth, whe died with vexa- 
tion and fatigue foon after his return to Madras ‘1'.. employment of 
thefe bankers at Tanjore (continues be ) may of itielf tuiticiently account 
for what Lord Pigot tays in one of his letters, foon after his return from 
this expedition: viz. That the Tanjore Country was uot in g condition te 
qe burthened with any extraordinary charge at that times 
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trip had retired from the palace, and announcing himielf by fome 
of the Rajah’s fervants, immediately received permiffion to attend 
him, Comaroo was accompanied by Kiftnajee, Pundel, a Soucar, 
and Sooberow, a man of rank, both refidents of Tinjore. The 
Rajah’s attendants conduéted him into their mafter’s prefence, 
who was furrounded by a number of his own houfchold, and at- 
tended by Colonel Harper’s cubafh. Comaroo paid bis relpeéts to 
the Rajah, who recieved him very gracioufly, recognizing him as 
a perfon, with whom he had been long acquainted, and for whom 
he had much regard and friendfhip. He congratulated the rajah 
on his reftoration, who accepted his compliments with apparent 
kindoefs and pleafure, enteréd into converfation with him,—taike 
ed much of the will of providence, and of his great obligations to 
the Englith nation ;—after which, Comaroo, without touching 
upon any other topic, or uttering a fyllable that had the leaft ten- 
dency to bufinefs, refpeétfully took his leave of the rajah, and re- 
tired —Kiftnajee, Pundel and Sooberow were prefent during the 
whole interview. 

“© Com: roo’s vifit was prefently known to Moodoo Kiftnah, 
his lordfhip’s dubafh, who jealous of the fuperior caft and credit of 
Comaroo, and apprehenfive of the conftquences which might re- 
fult from his prying into the fecret money negociations then on foot, 
between the governor and the rajah, gave immediate information 
to his lordfhip.— His lordfhip, alarmed at the difcoveries which 
might be brought in to day by fo dangerous a {py, as his own 
fears and the falfe reprefentations of his dubafh had painted Comas 
roo, determined by one decifive act not only to terrify every pers 
fon whatever from interfering in his affairs at Tanjore, but effedtu- 
ally to deter the rajah himfelf from all improper intercourle  Ac- 
cordingly the next morning he ordered the poor man into his pre- 

_fence,—charged him with intruding on the rajah at an unfeafonae 
ble late hour ;—-and on this charge alone, abfolutely falfe, and 
unfupported by a tittle of evidence, did this remorfelefs governor 
infli& a punifhment worfe than death upon the wretched victim. 
Nor could any confiderations refultiyg trom his rank in life, his 
wealth, his reputation, or his innoconce, protect him from inde- 
lible infamy and ruin. He was by his lordfhip’s command, with 
out fo much as knowing his accufer, or being fuffered to utter a 
word in his defence, inft:ntly ftripped, and flogged on the public 
parade: from this time the people of Tanjore fhunned all connec 
tion and intercourfe with him; and, by the governors crders, 
his people were not allowed to come into the fort, but were cha- 
fed out of the province. 

‘€ The public aéts of violence committed by lord Pigot againft 
the nabob in this expedition, particularly that of feizing his dob- 
beer, gave a general alarm through the whole prefidency, and 
opened the eyes of feveral of the council to the dangerous intentions 
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and views ‘of his Tordthip. At the firft confoltation after his ye. 
turn to Madras, Sir Robert Fleteher having retired from the 
board through incifpofition, 4 minute of approbation of the prefi- 
dent’s proceedings on his commiffion to Tanjore was entered ; 
exceptions to which by four of the remaining members, on account of 
the feizure of the dobbeer immediately followed. But 10 far ‘had 
the general concern for his lordfhip’s atts. of public violence, fwal-. 
lowed up all regard to the private wrongs of an individual, that 
but one member only minuted his difapprobation of the infamous 
and ‘crtel ponifhment which lord Pigot had inflifted on the inno- 
tent and unhappy Comaroo; ’till at length the complaints of the 
poor fufferer, and the folicitations of his friends, promoted an in- 
quiry ; and when, from the refult of fuch inquiry, it appeared, on 
the cleareft and moft incontrovertable evidence, that he had not 
committed the leaft offence whatever, but had been made the 
vidtim of his lordfhip’s jealous fears, and that fo ignominious a pu- 
nifhment had heen inifli@ed on him from the whifper, and at the 
mere inftigation of a vile informer, the deed was univerfally exe* 
crated, and it became a charge of fuch magnitude againft his 
lordfhip, that his friends thought it neceffary for his exculpation, 
to make the offence of Comaroo of fuch a nature, that it might 
feem to bear fome proportion to his punifhment.” ; 

* It is clearly (proceeds our author) with this pious purpofe, 
that Mr. Dalrymple, the friend and colleague of lord Pigot, gives 
his well fabricated account of this tranfaction, in his letter to the 
court of directors from Alexandria ; which, as it contains at once 
an excellent picture of the writer’s difpofition, and a curious fpe- 
cimen of his literary talents, I fhall here give to the public. 

‘€ Speaking of the proceedings of the council after his lordthip’s 
return to Tanjore, he fays—** S me of the members excepted to 
“¢ his lordfhip’s proceedings concerning the dobbeer; and Mr. 
&¢ Mackay alfo to the punifhment his lordfhip had ordered to be 
%¢ inflicted on a Madrals dubafh, named Comaroo, who, ‘the Rae 
s¢ jah complained, had intruded himfelf into his prefesce, when 
** gone to fleep, the very night of our arrival, telling him lord 
*¢ Pigot would recommend to him to put his ccuntry under the 
“« company’s protection, and require an Englifh garrifon to be 
‘ kept in the fort ; but advifing him to be firm in refafing thefe 
** propofitions, and to reply that he would govern his country as 

his father had done, and protect it with his own troops ; and 

affuring the Rajah, he (Comaroo) was fupported by feven mem- 

bers of the council. Every head of the refolutions of the council 

it appeared this man had been made acquainted with, and adviled 

the Rajah to oppofe, offering to fupply him any fum of money 

he might want. It was fufpected the Nabob had employed 

him as an emiffary to counfel the Rajah to his re 
, d 
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Lord Pigot cut his machinations very fhort, by ordering him to be 
chabucked on the public parade. 

‘* Theadvocate in his defenee adopts this accufation, though gla- 

ringly falfe on the face of it, andimproves it with all the rich fertility 
of his own invention, In a ftrain of e:oquence well worthy of ex- 
citing the envy and imitatien of the fair orators of Thames 
-ftreet, Comaro is called a fneaking, poor cheating mohey-lender, 
a black, a fellow without a name, a dirty jew broker, the thy- 
lock of Madras, upon whofe beard the honeft merchant of Venice 
would have voided his rheum,—with almoft every other abofive 
appellation that can be found in the vocabulary of Billingfgate.— 
Yet is this infignificant defpicable wretch picked out as the emif= 
fary of the nabob, fupported by feven members of the council of 
Madras, to perfuade the rajah to meafures for his deftruction. But 
fo penetrating a prince was our rajah, that he foon {aw through 
the infidious advice of the nabob’s agent, and inftantly complained 
of his intrufion to lord Pigot, who, in the opinion of his advo+ 
cate, would have ffood accufed if he hid treated Comaroo as the 
commander of an army would have treated a fpy,—blown him 
from the mouth of a cannon: and therefore ( proceeds this admi- 
rable logician) his lordhhip can require no very elaborate juflifie 
cation, for having (to borrow Mr. Dalrymple’s expreflion,—and 
he borrows it becaufe he thinks it proper) cut his machinations 
very fhort, by ordering him to be chabucked on the public par 
rade, 
“ And is there (exclaims this writer) one generous reader who 
does not refent the injury done to his fentiment, as well as to his 
underftanding, by this congenial pair of audacious unfeeling men, 
who in fach a fhameful manner have dared to juftify fo defpotic, 
fo unjuft, fo cruel an act? [sthere one who would hefitate to 
with molt cordially with me, to fee them both warmed into a lit- 
tle humanity, and flagged till Camraoo himlelf, ftanding over 
the executioner, fhould cry out—Hold! enough !” 

Our author proceeds to refute the charge againft Coma- 
roo, refpecting his propofals and advice to the rajah on pre 
tence of which, he was punithed in fo ignominious a man- 
ner, not only from the teftimany on oath of two witneffes 
of ungeftionable credit, who were prefent at the interview 
between the rajah and Comaroo, but alfo from the acknow- 
ledgements of Mr. Dalrymple himfelf, and from facts en- 
tered on record; which, colleétively taken, feem to put 
this matter out of the reach of farther difpute. In his nat- 
raiive of the proceedings of the boaid, from the time of lord 
Pigot’s return from Tanjore to his fufpenfion, though he 
undertakes not, as he exprefsly declares, to give a compleat 
journal or regular hiftory of thofe proceedings, yet he goes 
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very much into detail and furnifhes a number of inftances of 
lord Pigot’s contemptuous, violent, and vindictive treat- 
ment of the nabob, among which the reader will find fome 
very curious and entertaining anecdotes. He next traces 
and explains with perfpicuity, the caufes of the diffention 
between lord Pigot and his council, and undertakes to jut- 
tify his lordfhip’s fufpenfion and the arrefting his perfon, on 
conftitutional principles, and from the fupreme Jaw of necef- 
ffity :—But we chufe rather to refer our readers to the au- 
thor’s arguments, than to offer any thing from ourfelves 
that may appear decifive on a fubject not lefs delicate than 
important. 

Many of the contentions in council after lord Pigot’s re- 
turn from Tanjore, having been occafioned by Mr. Ben- 
field’s claims, arifing from mortgages on the Tanjore coun- 
try, made to him by the nabob for lJarge fums of money ; 
and the author of the defence having aflerted that the fup- 
port which thefe claims received in council, had no fmall 
fhare in overthrowing the government,—our author enters 
into a very particular review of them, and the difputes 
which they occafioned, for the declared purpof: of fhewing 
in what manner thofe claims militated againft lord Pigot’s 
views ‘at Tanjore, to exculpate Mr. Benfield from the 
charges and afperfions of his lordfhip’s advocate; enabling 
the public, as he conceives, to form a jufier opinion on the 
fubje& than can be collected from the mifreprefentations 
and egarements of that diffufe and partial writer, 

Having gone through the confiderations of thefe claims, 
and, with addrefs and fpirit acquitting the claimant of the 
advocate’s charges, brought his detail of the fuvfequent dif- 
fentions at the board down to the fufpenfion of lord Pigot, 
and juftified the revolution by a variety of arguments, he 
next undertakes to defend colonel Stewart’s conduét from 
the accufation of duplicity and treachery in his management 
of Jord Pigot’s arrett. 

On the ground of his having already proved that the 
. powers of government were legally vefted in the majority of 
the council, and that it was colonel Stewart’s duty to obey 
their orders, and fecure to them the undifturbed exercife of 
thofe powers, by putting lord Pigot under arreft, he con- 
cludes it was equally the colonel’s duty, and greatly to his 
-honour, to execute fo neceflary a meaiure by fuch means as 
would be moft preventive of civil commotion, and of dan- 
ger to his lordfhip’s perfon in cafe of refittance. ** If (con- 

_** tinues our author) when he had received his appointment 
** of commander in chief from lord Pigot, or when called up- 
ee on 
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on for an ayowal of the ufurped authority of his lordthip 
and the minority, by fome public a& in that capacity, he 
had openly declared his principles and his intentions, he 
would have done nothing lefs, in effeé&t, than have ex- 
pofed to great hazard the very being of the government 
it was his duty to proteét, and have introduced a fcene of 
tunult, anarchy, and civil flaughter. He therefore 
wifely adopted the meafures which political neceffity had 
impofed ;—he made a flight facrifice of fentiment to prin- 
ciple, and confident that the cautious behaviour of a man 
who had, through the uninterrupted courfe of almoft 
tnirty years, acquired and eftablilhed the character of a 
brave and able officer, couid not be imputed to fear, or 
to any other unworthy inducement.” 

' The writer next obferves that the author of the defence 
had charged Mr. Hattings, the governor general of Bengal, 
with having been bribed by the nabob; aflerting that his 
council, under the corrupt influence of their prefident, had 
joined with him, in fupport of a factious majority, whom 
they had abetted and encouraged to fulpend their governor, 
and daringly to arreft him within the limits of bis own command ; 
—In repiy to this he makes the following concife detence 
of the governor and council of Bengal. 

‘¢ The literary talents, political abilities, and public virtue of 
Mr. Haftings, are fo generally known and acknowledged, as to 
require fo detence from the random afperfions of this writer ; and 
the name of general Clavering requires nocomment. Nor is it, [ 
believe. poflible for calumny like this to affect che reputation of 
either of the other members of that board.—Unpfortunitely too 
for this indifcriminating detractor, political divifions had at this 
period long ful.fifted in the councils of Bengal ; and the difzppro- 
bation of lord Vigot’s conduct was the firit point of any import- 
ance wherein the board had been unanimous.—Our author has at 
beit but an aukward hand at colouring faéts, or marking charac. 
ters, but in this inftince he dafbed, with fingular ill-fortuae in 
applying the epithet odfeguious to the gentlemen in oppofition at 
Bengal.” 

‘he author next undertakes the defence of Mr. Stratton, 
who fucceeded lord Pigot on his fufpenfion, from the inju- 
rious and malevolent treatment of the author of the Defence; 
for which purpofe this writer enters into the general cha- 
racter of Mr. stratton, and the particulars of his Enostion, on 
lord Pigot’s arrival ac¥ort St.George. He fhews that when 
Jord Pigot firft took the chair, Mr. Stratton, who was fe- 

cond in council, was very ftrongly attached to the prefi- 
dent, "till his intemperate conduét at Tanjore, raifed a ful- 
Ez picion 
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picion in Mr. Stratton, of views not warranted by his lords 
fhip’s inftructions, and incompatible with the interefts of 
the company, and the general we'fare of the fe:tlement ;— 
That thefe {ufpicions being confirmed by proofs, he re- 
nounced his intentions of quitting the fervice of the com- 
pany, although he had jutt before remitted his fortune to 
England, and made the neceflary arrangements for return- 
ing ; and from this period took an active line of condu@, in 
oppofing the interefted views of lord Pigor; ftill preferving 
that temper and moderation, which always manifeft an op- 
pofition, not to men, but meafures. 

Our author, having obferved that * in the moft quiet dif. 

S¢ pofitions the public virtues often tie conccaled ’t:l] occas 
$¢ fion awake and cail them into action,” thus proceeds, 
: When Lord Pigot from the fpirited oppofition of the majo. 
yity became at laft defperate, broke through all concealment, and 
proceeded to the defpotic outrage of difgracefully fufpending Mr. 
Stratton and avother member from the council; this was {uch a 
call for the exertion of public fpirit, as no man of honour could 
be deafto; from the impulfe of that public fpirit he was excited 
into action, and felt it his duty to give up, for a time, his near 
profpects of domeftic hapjinels, to affift, at all hazards, in refum- 
Ing the powers of government, and protecting the fettlement 
from threatening ruin, 

** Conicious, that the public meafures, which he adopted with 
the other members of the majority on this gieat occalion, were 
induced by principles of honour and duty, and direfted folely to 
the true intereits of the company, and the general good of the 
fettlement, well might he entertain an honeft and generous con- 
fidence,. that their procedure at this nice and important crifis would 
be examined by the direétors with juttice and candour, and feel no 
pain, nor entertain any anxiety, refpecting the event! 

*€ Sorry am 1 to add, that if juftice and candour had given 
judgment in this great public caufe, fo well grounded a confi- 
dence could not poffibly have teen difappointed.—The patriot 
condpct of the majority would not then have been expofed to fo 
much illiberal and unjuft cenfure, nor their injured chara@ers have 
needed this unequal defence againft the rude attacks of malevolent 
detrattion ?”” 

This treatife, to which, as well on account of the ims 

ortance of ‘the fubject as the merit of the execution, we 
Lave given fomuch attention and fo large a portion of 
yoorn, concludes with fome ftri@tures on Mr. Rous’s re» 
ftoration of the King of Tanjor confidered, all of which, 
that are in any degree important to the chief end of the per- 
formance, 
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formance, feem to concenter in the following concluding 
point. a 

« On every fubj-& relative to our governments and territorial 
poffeffions in India, we fhould be content to re:fon from princi- 
ples of policy alone. The principles of oar author, though they 
found well, and are not ill calculated to ferve his own purpoles, 
are altogether untensble. If they were juft, they would carry 
the defenders of the reftoration much farther than they want to 
go. They would prove thit we have no right, on any pretence, 
to interfere between any of the powers in India, and would drive 
is from every inch of our poffeffions in that quarter of the 
globe.” 





“ff Letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Bifbip of Litchfield and 
Coventry; wherein the 1. portance of the Prophecies of the 

. New Teflament, and the Nature of the Grand Apoftacy pre- 
difted in them, are particularly and impartially confidered. 
By Edward Evanfox. 4. M. 8vo. 2s. Law. 


The very liberal and candid fpirit, with which Mr. Evan. 
fon difcuffes theological fubjects, and treats fuch controver- 
fialifts as are of a diffrent opinion, gives him a right to be 
heard with particular attention, while it adds a double 
weizht to the force of his arguments. How far, with alt 
this advantage, fuch arguments may prevail to bring about 
a farcher reformation in the chriftian church, we fhall not 
prefume to guefs; and, indeed, we are the lefs anxious a- 
bout it as Mr. Evanfon himfelf declares that, notwithftand- 
ing the horrid db/a/phemy, which he charges on fome of its 
moft orthodox tenets, ** he knows by experience, that 
where the moft L/a/phemous idolatry is once adopted and made 
familiar by habit, itmay be practifed by good men with the 
finceref piety and the belt intentions in the world” page 132. 
— Phere is yet fomething fo apparently paradoxical in prace 
sifing the niafl b.a/phemous idolatry with the fincereft picty, that, 
even making the ucmott allowance for the intentions of good 
men, it would ftrike us with its fallacy, didnot Mr. Evan- 
fon declare it'to be an experimental truth. If this be the cafe, 
however, we fee little reafon for the great folicitude of our 
modern reformers to new-model the eftablithed articles of 
faith ; fince the moft erroncous and even d/a/phemeas of them 
fo little affe& the piety of good men, A reformation is, 
neverthelefs, declared to be neceflary, and the guilt of pre» 
venting it laid at the door of fomebody. On this head Mr, 

Evanfon 
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Evanfon thus addreffes his lordfhip, the Bihhop of Litchfield 
and Coventry. 

“ That general unbelief of revealed religion amongft the higher 
orders of our countrymen, which, however your Lordfhip and I 
might differ in our manner of accounting for it, is too notorious for 
either of us to doubt of, hath, by a neceflary confequence, pro- 
duced in the majority of our prefent legiflators, an abiolute indif- 
ference towards religious queftions of every kind. They regard 
religion merely in a political light ; and inltead of thinking every 
individual concerned and interefted in articles of the logy, conti- 
der them as the bufinefs of Ecclefiaftics only, as forming a parti- 
cular department of the ftate. They are therefore no more in- 
clined to hearken to remonfirances, fuggefted by the confcientious 
fcruples of any of the interior Clergy, whiift the Bifhops, Deans, 
dnd Archdeacons continue to approve the doctrines remonftrated 
again{ft, than they would be to attend to the complaints of a few 
fabalterns in the army or navy, upon a point, which all the fu- 
perior officers fhould pronounce effentially neceffiry to the fervice. 

“ From thefe circumftances there feems too much reafon to ap- 
prehend, that oo propofal for the revifal and amendmeut of our 
theology and mode of public worfhip will be attended to by par- 
liameat, unlefs it origivates from, or, at leaft, is fupported by that 
right reverend bench, of which your lordthip is one of the moft 
diftinguifhed ornaments. I muft add, that fhould fach a propofal 
ever proceed from your Lordthips, the very indifference above 
mentioned would fecure it an eafy paflige through both houfes, as 
a mere official bufinefs, It greatly behoves your Lordthips, there- 
fore, to be well affured, that every thing in our religious efta- 
blifiment is right in the fight of God ; for fhould it prove other- 
wife, the guilt of preventing the neceffary reformation muft reft 
chiefly upon your lordfhips” 

To induce the Bench of Bifhops, therefore, to enter up- 
on this enquiry and reformation, our Author endeavours to 
fhew that the Prote/fant clergy, and his Lordthip in particu- 
lar, have been miftaken in applying the prophecies of the Old 
and New Teftament exclufively to the church of Rame. 
It was predicted, fays he, not merely that there fhould be 
one Anuichrift, but many Antichrifts ; giving more than a broad 
hint that even the prefent church of England is nearly as 

_apoftate and Antichriftian as is the church of Rome. Speak 
ing of the immorality, predicted of the apoftate churches, 
he obferves thar, 

‘© The whole world is witnefs, how truly this predifted circum- 
ftance hath been fulfilled in the lives of nominal Chriftians of every 
country in Chriftendom, from the beginning of the fourth century 
tothe prefent hour, From this mark and charaéter of Antichrift, 

at 
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at leaft, (though it be, without doubt, the worft and moft deplo- 
rable of all) even Preteftant churches cannot plead exemption, 
This fad truth your lordhhip ingenioufly acknowledges* and con. 
feffes, that to thinking aud inquifitive men, it affords, an almoft 
infuperable obje€tion to the divine authority of the gofpel. But 
then, the prophefies, your Lordhhip tells us, are able to remove all 
our fcruples on this account; for when we learn from them, that 
«¢ the worft that has happened was forefeen, and the beft that we 
“«* can conceive will hereafter come to pafs, the reafonable expec- 
«© tions of men are anfwered, and the honour of God’s govern- 
«¢ ment is abundantly vindicated ”” For my own part, my Lord, 

I freely own, that had it not been for the very convincing, fuper. 
natural teftimony which thefe predictions bear to the truth and 
heavenly origin of the gofpel of Chrift, the avowed defign of its 
publication, compared with that depraved ftate of morality which 
hath prevailed fur more than fourteen hundred years, and ftill con- 
tinues to prevail throughout all Chriftendom, would have induced 
me abfolutely to rejeé the whole of the Chriftian revelation, as 
fabulous and falfe, For it is evidently impoflible, in the very na- 
ture of things, that an all-wife and all-powerful Being fhould or- 
dain means for the profefled purpofe of effecting a particular end, 
which neverthelefs, upon experience, fhould be found incapable of 
accomplifhing that end. But whilft a ftudious attention to the 
prophefies entirely removed my {cruples, and confirmed my faith in 
the revelation by Jefus Chrift, it at the fame time led me toa 
conviction of anether kind, which feems to me fo obvious, and 

even to follow fo dire&tly by neceflary confequence, that 1 wonder 
how it fhould have efcaped your Lordfhip’s notice, I mean, shat 
wherefover the external profefiion of religion is, by the generality 
of the people, made coufifient with the vices and immorality dee 
fcribed in this prophecy, the religion profe([ed, is not the pure and 
genuine religion of Fefus Chrift, but the prephane fuperftition of the 
Autichrifiian Apoftacy. Yor the fole obftacle to the moral in- 

fluence of the gofpel, and the only caufe of vicious and iniquitous 
praices amongft profeffed Chriftians, alledged in thefe prophecies 

is, that apoftacy. If therefore we fhould fuppofe any one of 
thefe churches, which have renounced the ufurped fupremacy of the 

bithop of Rome, to have thoroughly reformed the principles and 

do@rines of its religion, and reftored the pure fimplicity of the 

Chriftian faith ; and that, notwithftanding this reformation, the 
immorality of its members ftill continues, and’ defcends through 
feveral generations, without the leaft grounds to hope for ‘any 
amendment in the public example from the influence of the re- 

ceived religicn; in this cafe, my Lord, fince the declared intent of 
the Chriftian faith is to teach men fo /ive foberly, righteou/ly and 


godly*y 
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godly*, and to make them happy by turning them from their inie 
Q4ities}, the difficulty would return upon us with all its force ; 
and we mult bz obliged either to reject the divine authority of the 
gofpel, or to admit, that infinitely wife omnipotence makes ufe of 
means inadequate to the ends it propofes.”” 

This is a ftrong argument ; which, farther enforced, how- 
ever, might carry our author greater lengths than he might 
chufe to go; as it does not directly appear that he is one of 
thofe, who are artfully labouring to elbow orthodox chrifti. 
anity out of the world.{ And yet, by his charging ortho. 
‘doxy with blafphemy, and declaring proteftant/m to be ef- 
fentially as bad as popery, he may feem to fome to have fet 
his fhoulders to the fame work.—His lordfhip had afferted 
in one of his fermons, that ** as Babylon was the firft of 
all idolatrous cities in the heathen world, fo Rome was in 
the chriftian.” In anfwer to this, Mr. Evanfon becomes 
an advocate for the church of Rome, and proceeds as 
follows, 

** I fhall not, I hope, be thought impertinent, if I call upon 
your tordfhip to name any one inttance of idolatry, or antichrif 
tian fuperftition of any kind ever praétifed in the church of Rome, 
which was not introduced by the ecclefiaftics of Afia and Africa, 
even in the fourth century, and which Rome hericlf did not de- 
rive from Alexandiia, and the churches of the Eaft. Should 
your lerdfhip anfwer tranfub{tantiation; I apprehend that in- 
ftance would be thought no juftification of the charge brought 
againft Rome, that fhe hath been the firft fource of a/l Antichrif: 
tian idolatry. And 1 mult beg leave to remark to your Lord- 
fhip, that even the monftrous doétrine of tranfubftantiation is 
built wpon the orthodox and Proseffant principles of the Athana- 
fian Creed; and fo long as that remains, the ftandard of the Ca- 
tholic Faith cannot be fatisfa@orily confuted. At whatever pe- 
riod, and in whatever place fo prepofterous an article of belief 
was firft fuppofed to be taught in the fixth chapter of the Gof- 
pel according to St. John, fince it hath always been reprefented 
as one of the my/feries of religion it is no more an objeA of the 
human underftanding than the doétrine of the trinity itfelf: and 
till proteftants will allow the touchftoue of {enfe and reafon to bé 


* Titus, ii, 12. t A&s iii, 26. 

+ And yet, from,many paffages in this'well-written tra&, this may 
by fome be threwdly fulpected: particularly from the difficulties ftarted 
re{peéting the authenticity of St. Matthew's gofpel, and its difagreement 
with that of St. Luke. Page 88, et /eg. From the parallel, drawn 
through the whole, between proteftantifm and popery, this performance 
may aifo be fulpected by others to be a conciliatory attendant on the late 
aét in favour of popery. 


applied 
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applied to all religious myfferies, they cannot, without the moft 
unpardonable inconfiftency, apply it to any. Our natural rea- 
fon, indeed, affures us, that what we fee and talte, to be bread 
and wine, cannot be flefh and blood: but fo it does alfo, that 
the Father and the Son cannot be one and the fame being. And, 
therefore,-it is with no lefs propriety than art, that father Phi- 
lips * accufes the reformers of impioufly daring to bring the facred 
myfteries of religion to the teft of reafon and their bodily fenfes. 
The teftimony of fenfe then being declared incompetent, in the 
cafe of myftery, both by proteftants and papifts. the only re- 
maining argument againt the doétrine of tran{ubitantiation is that, 
which beth been fo often urged by the reformed divines, and is 
particularly adopted by our own church,t+ refpeéting the necef- 
fary locality of a human body, and the natural impoflibility chat’ 


the fame Body of Jefus Chrift fhould be in heaven and on: 


earth, and in many different places of the earth, at the fame in-. 


ftant of time. But, if the dodtrine of the protettant creed of, 


Athanafius be true, this argument is evidently fallacious ; for we 
are there taught, that the manhood of Jelus Chrift, and confe- 
quently his flefhly body, was taken suto Ged, that is, was deified. 
According to this creed, therefore, the human body of Chrift 
hath had all the attributes of Deity communicated toit; and: 
fince one of thefe is ubiquity, the whole difficulty, upon which, 
this argument is founded, vanifhes at once,” a1 4 

Nor does Mr. Evanfon charge prateftantifm and popery 
equally with dolatry, but alfo with intolerancy. His jord- 
{hip had faid, with much claflic elegance, that religious li-: 
berty was introduced at the reformation: on which our 
author afks ** What liberty did the chriitian worid gain at’ 
the fo mich boafted reformation.” — 

‘“* The ecclefiaftics of particular countries, indeed, eman: ipated 
themfelves from their fubordination to the fee of Rome: but, 
under the protection, and by the luppport of the civi! mogiftrate, 
they al! eftablifhed hierarchies of their own, conformabie to their 
feveral fyftems ; aud as, in thefe feveral eftablifhments, neither the 
Lutheran, the Calvinift, nor the Englith reformers paid any 
more regard to the natural rights of contcience, and the promo- 
tion of true religious liberty, than the church of Rome itfesf, 
the people only changed their mafters, and they, who no lonver 
flumbered in them, were in every part of Europe, moft {rely 
galled by the chains of {piritual flavery. In our own country, 
my lord, to talk of any degree of religious freedom prior to the 
grand rebellion in the reign of Charles I. were jefting with us. 
So long as the unhappy fate of many heretics, in the reigus of 


* Life of C. Pole, 


t+ See the Advertifement after the Commanion Service. 
Vor. VILL, E Edward, 
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Edward, Elizabeth and James; fo long as the eccleftattical ad- 

miniftration of Archbifhop. Laud, and the crue] barbarities of thé 

courts of ftar-chamber and high commiffion; fo long as the ine 

human perfecution of the quakers fhall continue to difgrace our 

annals, fo Jong will they afford irrefragable proofs, rhat religious 

liberty, however late, came not into this kingdom at the re- 
rmation.” 

The ftriking refemblance of feature, between popery and 
proteftantifm, in the matter of myffery, is thus farther in- 
fifted on by Mr, Evanfon. 

«« Antichrift, as your lordfhip juftly remarks,* fignifies a pow- 
er aéting in oppofition to Chrift, confequently the churclr of an- 
tichrift muft be a church, whofe doétrmes and mode of religious 
worfhip are in direct contradiction to thofe of the gofpel. Ac- 
cordingly, in the prophetic portrait of antichriftianifm, drawn 
by the two prophets of the New Teftament, we fee the truth 
and foberne/s of the gotpel contrafted with fables, falfhodds and 
bla/phemy ; the chriftian fpirit of mercy, charity and univerfat 
benevolence, with iniquitous, oppreflive violence and perfecution 
for confcience fake; the gofpel precepts not to fudge one 
another, but to leave all judgment in matters of religion to the 
time and perfon ordained by God for that purpofe, with the 
cruel and fanguinary decifivns of the courts of ecclefi:ftical judica- 
ture ; the /ight of divine revelation with myfery ; and thé ra- 
tional, pure and fpiritual worfhiv of the Deity, with that very 
idolatry, which it is a mri delign of reveated religion to eradi- 
cate from off the earth. 

“< Myftery fignifies a thing hidden and feeret, and therefore not 
to be underftood: for which reafun, (as the gofpel is déclared to 
be a light to lighten the nations ;+ profefleth to teach us to 
know the mvrfleries of the kingdom of God,t that is, té reveal to 
us thofe things relating to the kingdom of God, which, before, 
Chrift, had been kept fecret ; exhorts us, of ovr own felves, to 
fudge what is rizht,|| not to be children, but men in underftand- 
ing ;5 and invites us to make a free and unprejudiced ufe of all. 
our natural faculties, in the important bufinefs of religion, to /ee 
with our own eyes, hear with our own ears, and underfland with 
our own dearts,** that we may be converted and healed from, 
thofe follies and vices which are as oppofite to the real happinels 
of mankind, as they are to the revealed will of God ;) it is ma- 
nifett, that, if the effential rites and doétrines of any churclr 
whatever are myv/lerious and incomprehenfible, fhe teaches a ree 
ligion contradictory to the gofpel of Chrift, and fo far correfponds 
with the prophetic defcription here given us of the apoftate church, 


* Serm. vii, p. 21g, + Luke ii, 32% } Luke viii, 10, 
§ Luke xii, 57. }, : Cor, xiv, 20. ** Acts xaviu, ore 
who 
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whok firft and mof confpicuous character is myffery. The chur bh 


of Rome, for inftance, which avows her whoie religious creed to 
be a myflery, abfolutely iucomprehenfible to the human mind, 
which declares almoft all her religious rites to be facraments, or 
facred myfleries. is, without doubt, branded in the moft noto- 
yious manner, with this mark of catichrifti:nifin. 

** And do the feveral proteftant churches of Europe, my lord, 
ftand quite clear of the ignominiows character predicted in this cir- 
cumftance of the vifion? Do they not all profels the very fine 
articles of religious belief, excepting tranfubftantiation. (if even 
that may be excepted in them all *) and acknowledge their 
whole .creed,to be an unfearchable myffery 2 And -if they hive 
rejected, out of the number of their facraments, fome of thole 
rites, which the Roman church declares to be attended with a 
certain myfferious, inward, and fpiritnal grace, do they not, 
however, affert, that thofe which they have retained, are my/fi- 
gal and holy myfteries ?+ And if the fundamental articles of 
faith, and all the effential religious ceremonies of every eftablilhed 
church in Europe are avowedly my/lerious, is not the religion 
they profels, altogether myfery ? And are they not all there- 
fore, fo far as the charaéter of my/flery is concerned, equally 
and truly antitypes of this vifionary emblem of the apoftate 
church of antichrift? It is by no means wonderful. that the 
Romanifts, who cenfurre and ridicule all attempts to explain this 
prophetic vifion, by applying it to any nominally chriftian church, 
should entirely difregard this and every other predifted note of the 
Antichriftian apoftacy, and be perfuaded that they are perfeély 


* The confubfantiation of fome reformed churches feems to me to 
approach very near to the tranfubftantiation of the church of Rome. 
And, when the Roman catholics teach, that the real body and blood 
of Chrift are taken by thofe who receive the confecrated elements, at 
the holy communion, and the church of England informs us, that the 
body and blood of Chrift are verily and indeed taken by the faithful 
in the Lord's Supper, 1 frankiy contefs, I do not perceive the diffe- 
rence. 

+ See the Office of baptifm, and tke exhortation before the Commu 
nion feryice. Our church, in the number of her facraments, reckons 
but two out of the feven religious ceremonies which the church of 
Rome dignifies with that title; but it is obfervable, that, in her 
practice, fhe hath adopted four of the rejeéted five, and allows them 
to have either a myfterious influence, or a myftterious fignification. 
Marriage, fhe tells the Deity himfelf, is aw excellent myftery; the 
impofition of the bifhop’s hands, in the forms of confirmation and 
ordination, is, in the firft, plainly fuggefted, and, in the latter, .x- 
prefsly declaied to be the myferious means of communicating the Holy 
Ghoft ; and the authoritative remiffion of fins, in’ the vifitation of the 
fick, could be appointed only upon the fuppofition of the my/terious 
efficacy of penitential confeffion, and the performance of the acis of Je- 
votion prefcribed in that office, 
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rncoucerned in its completion. But, that proteftant divines, 
who for more than two hundred years have profefled to fludy and 
apply this prophecy to its proper object, with this notorious cha. 
raétcr of Antichriftianifm before their eyes, fhould ftill obftinately 
adhere to the fame abfurd and blafphemous fables, that are man. 
tained by the church of Rome, which they declare to be the 


_ church of Antichrift, and defend them, as the Romanifts them. 


felves do, under the fatal name of myflery; that they fhould 
pive the fame ill-omened denomination alfo te every religious rite, 
they efteem neceffary to falvation, is not to be accounted for, but 
by the prevailivg influence of that frong delufion, fo long ago 
predicted by St, Paul, in his fecond letter to the Theffalo- 
niars.”” 

‘* The favourite way of arguing,’ adds Mr. Evanfon, * in 
ufe with the orthodox, to filence the importunate remonftrances 


of :eafon and common (enfe, is as follows: 


‘*¢ The word of God is always infallibly true, and muft, in 
all cafes, be received for tiuth, though its di€ates may be 
above the compreherfion of our finite underftandings. The 
“¢ canonical books of the New Teftament are all of them, and 
** jn every part, the infpired word of God. Such a doétrine is 
** certainly taught us, in fuch and tach paflages of thofe books, 
‘< Therefore it is our duty to receive that do@rine for truth, 
* notwithftanding any difhculies, with which it may feem to 
« us to be attended.” 

The firft of thete propofitions will be univerfally affented to; 
but, if either the cond or third may be resfonably denied ar 
doubted, the entire force of this argument is evidently deftroyed. 
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In order to prove thefe therefore, great ftrets is laid, both 


upon the concurrent opinion of a large majority of able and 
Jearned divines of many and early ages, and upon the apparent 
improbability there is, that the wificm and goodnefs of God 


fhould fiffer mankind to be deceived in fo important an article, 


and in fuch a degree as to receive fpurious, fidlitious fcriptures for 
the genuine didtates of his word. The man, who has never much 
attended to the prophecies, (which, in their very nature, muft 
have a more efpecial claim to the authority of divine infpiration, 
than any other parts‘of the New Teftament can pretend to), 
may, perhaps, find fuch fort of reafoning perfcétly fatisfs@ory and 
convincing ; but to him, who has obferved, that the Jpirit of 
prethecy hath exprefsly declared it to be the will of God, that 
mankind fhould Fall into fo flroug a delujion as to believe what 
is fabulous and talfe, the above-mentioned deception will be fo 
far fiom feeming im;robable, that he muft neceffarily tbiok it 
probable in the +higheft degree: And, when he confiders the 
early and long continued, and almoft univerfal apoftacy of pro- 
feffed chriftians from the true religion of Jefus Chrift, to the 
contras 





2 ehom .& Ab ah Othe eh at. oo os 


~ so ee re re KM 


FS] 


mae ep 





& Letter to the Bifoop of Litchfield.” 37 


diory fuperftition of Antichrift, fo clearly and repeatedly pree 
diéted in the fame feriptures, how can he avoid being inclined to 
regard the received opinions of fo many preceding ages rather as 
the teft of error, than as the teft of truth? For my own part, 
my lord, 1 have carefully, and, as far as is in my power, im- 
partially examined the nature and weight of all the evidence, 
hitherto adduced to prove the divine authority -of our prefent 
canon of the apoftolic fcriptures; and after all, find myfelf v ry 
{trongly perfuaded, that feveral of the books of the New: Tefta- 
ment are Rot the works of the authors, whofe name they bear, 
tor of the age, to which they are ufually afcribed; thet in fome 
of the beft authenticated fcriptures, very material additions and 
and alterations have been made fipce, their firft publication 5 and 
that there is no reafon to fuppofe every word or fentence of -thé 
moft genuine to have been immediately dictated by the preterna- 
tural infpiration of God.”’ : 

Tie attentive reader will here very naturally afk, by what 
criterion, ‘then, doth our author judge of the doétrines of 
chriftianity ?—By the /pirit of prophecy. —The fpirit of pro- 
phecy, fays he, is the teftimony of Jefus. Ii is by taking 
this plain and obvious. principle, cailed forth to public no- 
tice by the Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry, for our guide 
in the inveftigation that Mr. Evanion conceives, we ** may 
be enabled with no very great labour, to feparate the 
wheat. of the icriptural canon from thé chaff.”"—Buc is 
not this, to elucidate the objcurum per obfcurius? It biftory 
and tradition are to be laid afide, what proof have we of the 
authenticity of the prophecies they have tranfmitted ?—But 
we cannot dwell longer on this performance, ; of which 
we fhall, therefore, take leave by quoting the laft para 
graph. 

‘¢ The religion of Jefus Chrift teacheth me, that the-fame God, 
who winked at idolatry in the times of pagan ignorance, wilk 
make the like merciful allowances for the influence of that uh- 
happy delufion, which he prediéted by his prophets, and through 
which (no doubt for wife and good reafons) he hath thought fit to 
fuffer his creatures to be fo long deceived. Aud my hope is, to 
participate*the bleffings of a future ftate of exiftence together with 
your lordfhip and every other virtuous and amiable man, not only of, 
every religious perfualion, but even of none at all. For I cannot 
help concluding that the benevolent Father and merciful Judge of, 
all men, will be, at leaft, as indulgent to thofe Deifts, who, 
nt.king a free and candid ufe of the rational faculties with which 
he hath eucowed them, refufe their affent where their mind is une 
convinced, and reject -the truth of divine revelation, which is 
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fhewn them only through the medium of error, as to the pra- 
Feffors of the Antichriflian faith, who, led on by habit, in dire 
contradiétion to their reafon, embrace Error inftead of Truth.” 
Much as we admire the moderation and tolerancy of {pi- 
rit, which clofes, as well as pervades the whole of, this 
tract, we cannot help thinking fo frank a publication of 
jt unneceflary, if not imprudent, on the fuppofition that 
chriftianity is either neceflary or expedient; for, if the 
bleffings of a future ftate may be participated equally by 
goen of every religious perfuafion, and by thofe of even nong 
at all, to what purpofe fhould men trouble their heads 
about differences in religion, or care whether the church be 
reformed, or remain as it 1s without any reformation at 


all ? W. 


Materialifm philofophically examined, or, the Immateriality of 
the Soul afferted and proved, on philofopbical Principles; im 
anfwer to Dr. Prieftiey’s Dijquifitions on Matter and Spirit, 
By John Whitehead, Author of an Effay on Liberty and Ne- 
ceffty. 8vo. 2s.6d. Philips. 


[Continued from Page 417.] 


We left Mr. Whitehead very merrily difpofed, at the 
range agitation, into which he conceived motion muft have 
put the brains of thofe philefophers, who maintain, with 
fir Ifaac Newton, that the phenomena of nature are the 
refult.of motion, We muft beg leave, however, to remind 
him.that it lefs becomes a philofopher to be merry than to 
be wife; at leaft that he fhould take care to be wife when- 
ever he is merry. This, however, does not appear to be 
Mr. Whitefield’s cafe, in the prefent inftagce. He is 
pleafed, particularly to cut his clumfy jokes of Dr. K. our 
editor, for taking part, as this pfeudo- philofopher conceives, 
with Dr. Prieftly. The latter had made the following juft 
obfervation, ** There is no more reafon in natpre, why 
‘* perception may not belong toa /y/tem of matter, as fuch, 
s* and not to the component parts of it, than that Life fhould 
‘¢ be the propérty of an entire animal fyftem, and not the 
§* feparate parts of it.”—To which obfervation Mr. W. thus 
evafively replies, ‘* Perhaps it may be too difficult a requi- 
¢¢ fition to afk this writer to explain what he means by the 


‘* word life, and how it is a property of an entire animal fyf- . 


$* tem; but till this can be done, his arguments can cer- 
“ tainly be of no force.”=—Does Mr, W. meanly take re- 
fuge 
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fuge under the paltry, inconclufive arguments of certain 
modern experiment-mongers; who are poking after the 
remnants of 4ife, that may be found in the half-drown’d, 
half-hang’d fubje&ts of the humane fociety ; or in the ab- 
domen of the delicate young Hulie’s pofthumous patients, 
that ftill fuffered under the periftaltic agitation of the vifce~ 
ra? Why does he catch at the entire animal fpflem? Does 
he think Dr. Prieftley would calj a live lobfter a dead one, 
becaufe it wanted a claw ? A man fhould take care to be 
fully mafter of his argument before he attempts to fport 
with it; left, like a kitten at play with a moufe, he 
touze and tumble till he lofe it. Dr. Prieftly meant 
evidently no more than to fay the joint property of the (fem 
or compound, is not the feparate property of the component 
parts of it. And what pretender to philofophy can be weak 
enough to fay itis? And yet Mr. W., is fo weak as to take 
Dr. K. to afk, for a frmilar affertion, in the manner fol- 
lowing. ; 

‘* We may here take notice of an obfervation Dr. Kenrick hag 
made upon this argument. ‘‘ We might as well, fays this keen 
“ critick, impute the trafparency of diaphanous bodies, to the 
“* tranfparency of the materials of which they are eompounded ; 
‘* though we know that glafs and other tranfparent bodies aré 
‘© compounded of particles feparately opaque.””* 

‘¢ But furely thefe learned doétors talk much beneath their 
@wn dignity, as experienced philofophers, when they fpeak of 
found and tranfparency being real properties of bodies. © For 
tranfparency in bodies is nothing but fuch an arrangement of theit* 
component parts, as may tranfmit the rays of light ; and this ar- 
fangement, { prefume, every part of a diaphanous body, as /uch 
mutt poffefs, as well as the whole. And as to knowing that gla 
is compounded of particles feparately opaque, we know juft the 
éontrary ¢ for, it is obvious to remark, that particles which are 
opaque, cannot be parts of glals, as g/a/s, but parts of matter as 
fach, or of fome other body diffind from glafs.” 

It is of little confequence to obferve, though fuch is the, 
fa&, that Dr. K’s ebfervation above cited was not made, 
upon Dr, P’s argument as Mr. W., afferts, but on Sir Ifaac., 
Newton’s third rule of philofophizing.—The argument, 
indeed, is fimilar, but not fufficiently fo to juftify the fas- 
eaftical conjunétion of two doctors, fo ill-diipofed to meee 
on fuch an occafion.—As to the fuppofed impropriety of 
Dr. K’s remark concerning the tranfparency of glafs, we’ 
own, we do not perceive it, any more than we do the pre~ 
tended fallacy of his affirming that tranfparent glafs may be. 
compofed of materials, whole particles are feparately o~. 


paque. 
* London Review for Jan. 1778, p. 60, 
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40 Materialifen philofophically examined. 
paque. Mr. W. indeed fays, that ‘* he knows juft the 
“* contrary.” The truth, however, feems to be that he 
knows little of the ‘matter. Does he conceive that glafs 
is originally compofed of broken bottles, put into the melt- 
ing pot ? Is it not compofed of afhes, fand and other mate- 
rials, feparately opake and becoming particles of glafs only, 
as fuch, when vitrified by heat?—T ake and pound even a 
piece of tranfparent glafs in a mortar, and the feveral parti- 
cles,into which it is broken, though parts of glafs as fuch will 
not be all feparately tranfparent: nay, rough-grind the fur- 
faces of a large piece of glafs,and it will be opaque as acom- 
mon pebble ; a proof that the tranfparency of diaphanous bo- 
diesdoes not depend merely on their internal conttruction of 
parts, but alfo on.the fmoothnefs of their furfaces.—Again, 
that the tranfparency of bodies is fomething more than a 
mere arrangement gf their component parts, as Mr. W, 
pretends, is plain from the experiments of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, refpecting the refleCtion and tranfition of the rays of 
light which are alternately tranfmitted through, and re- 
flected from the fame furface, in what he calls fits of eafy 
refle&tion and tranfmiffion. Now this could not be the cafe, 
if tranfparency, or the tranfition of the rays of light, 
depended on the fimple appofition, or mere arrangement, of 
the parts of the diaphanous body ; becaufe fuch arrangement 
would be always the fame; and the fame rays of courfe, 
conftantly reflected or tranfmitted. The fact is, that both 
Dr. P, and Mr. W. have prefumed, in talking about /ight, 
to {peak very didtatorially about. what they are both but 
little acquainted with*.—The cafe is the fame with what 
they fay about motion ; of which Mr. W. at leaft, entertains, 
as before obferved, a mere mechanical notion indeed. He 
feems to conceive it to be merely the tranfition of _fome pal- 
pable body from one place to another, without taking into 
confideration the power acting upon fuch body in the line of 


. its direction. —** Ls it not, fays he, (after Hobbes ) extremely 


** obvious that motion can generate nothing but motion? 
** Can any material caufe whatever produce any thing be- 
** yond its own genus, as logicians {peak ?—Moft certainly 


* Notwithftanding Dr.P. hath made books about optics and perfpeGive. 
Among other miitakes common to both Dr. P. and Mr. W. is their cail- 
ing the vis inertia of matter the confequence of its folidity ov impenetra- 

ity. But how is this a confequence ? The vis inertia is a torce af- 
fe&ting the mobzlity only of matter, not its pexetrability or compreffidility. 
No reafon in the world can be given, why a body thoyld pofiels the vis 
inertia merely becaufe it is folid; though the moit convincing reafons 
might be given why it fhould wot, if itreally‘were folid. = ~~ 
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not: the logicians fpeak well. But where did Mr. W. 
learn that motion is a material caule ?—~ Motion is a potential 
ot fpiritual caufe, and as different from matter as ne con- 
ceives the /ou/ to be from the body —It is here to be obferved 
thar, in creticifing Mr. W. we do not mean always to take 
part with Dr. P. who, it muft be confeffec, hath laid him- 
feif too open to cavil. From his not clearly comprehending 
the nature of motion, whofe fpirituality confifts in power 
and defign, or in force and direétion, he fometimes {peaks of 
it, like Mr. W. as if it were a merely materia/ caufe : a no- 
tion that leads our author into a world of blunders, even 
while he hath the advantage in point of argument of Dr. 
P.—The reader will find an example of this, in pages 53, 
54, and 55, of the performance before. us.— The veafon is 
that Dr. P. has not fufficiently explained bimfel’, as to the 
ftage, or period, of organization, at which he conceives 
the percipient or fenticnt power to take place. Sometimes he 
feems to admit that the primary particles or atoms of, mat- 
ter, may have the rudiments of fentibility /uperadded to 
them, becaufe fuch fenfibility 1s not to be proved repugnant 
or incongruous to the properties of attraction and repulfion. 
At other times he feems to think that the percipient. or fen- 
tient power is fuperadded to matter, when fo far organized 
as to be denominated the drain. On which precarious pre- 
mifes Mr. W. rightly concludes that the learned doétor did 
not rightly underftand himfelf —Upon this iuppofition Mr. 
W. is unmercifully witty on Dr. P. Unluckily, however, 
it is at his own expence ; for nothing can ve more foolifh 
than what our author has faid about the diffimilarity and want 
of affinity between motion and our ideas, which are the im- 
mediate effects of it. To juitify the wantonnefs of his 
wit, indeed, he fubjoins, as a corroborating evidence, 


* If motion, fays Mr. W. were tle immediate effect of /infation and 
thought ; the latter would bear fome refemblance or affinity to the former, 
as well as to external objects. But notwithftanding what Dr. Reia and 
even Mr. Locke hath faid, on the comparing our ideas and fenfations 
with the properties of external objeéts, they are no objects of compa- 
rifon. ‘They were both miftaken in fuppofing we can do any thin 
more than compare diitinét ideas and fenfations of the Jame kind wit 
each other. Even different kinds of fenfations and ideas are incapable 
of comparifon ; and, though there may be {ome little affinity between 
fome, as thofe arifing from the fenfes of tafte and fmell, the perception, 
or idea excited by any objeét, can have no comparative property with the 
obje& exciting it. 7 

As to the phyfical, or rather mechanical, part of the argument ; if by 
miotion’s producing nothing but motion, be meant that the motion of one 
body can produce only motion in fome other, we will produce a dairy 
maid, who,is a better philofopher by half than our author; for the will 
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Materialifin philofophically examined. 


the following obfervations of that truly philofophical writer, 


he ftiles him, Dr. Clark, on the tame fubject : 

‘© All modes of motion are nothing elle but mere/y particular 
motions; and cannot contain any thing in their idea, beyond 
the genus of motion. Now if fimple ideas be the foundation 
of all our knowledge, and clear and diftinét perception of the 
apreemeut or difagreement of thofe ideas, be the beit and 
greateft criterion of truth that our faculties enable us to attain 
unto! then it is as evident as any truth in the world, that 
confcioufne/s cannot poflibly be a mode of motion. For I have 
as clear and diftinct a perception, that the idea of con/ciou/nefs 
contains fomething im it befides and beyond the genus of motion, 
as I have that it contains fometh-ng in it beyond the genus of 
figure. The idea of confcioufaefs is as totally and gene. 
rically different from a circular motion, or an elliptical 
motion, or any other mode of mot:on whatfoever, as it is 
from the idea of a circle or a cube, or any other mode of 


figure whatfoever. I have therefore exactly the fame in 


tuitive certainty, that confcioufne/s cannot be a mode of mo- 
tion, as V have that a circle or a cubz is not a th ught, or that 
an acute found is not a purple colour; or that any one thing in 
the world is not another, whofe idea is the remoteft and moft 
different from it that can be imagined. To fuppofe con/ciou/- 
ne{s to be a mode of motion, is really a greater ablurdity (if 
poffible) than to fuppole rowndne/s to be a property of a 
Square ; becoule the idea of /ocas motion, and the idea of think- 
ing, having ne common genus, nothing wherein they agree or 
can be compared together, are evidently more d ferent one 
from another, than the ideas of amy tavo plain ficures can be, 
which have a common genus. If thinking was any mode or /pe- 
cies of motion, it would follow that all motion would be fome 
degree or kind of thinking ; for motion, in the thing moved, 
excepting only the difference of degrees of its fwiftnefs or flow- 
nef, is a fimilar quality, and has no variety in it; all its dif- 
ferent determinations being nothing reaily in the body itfelf 
that is moved ; but mere ahftraé notions, or external deno- 
mination, conceived only in our imagination: for the deter- 
mination of any body that moves in a circle, is nothing ele, at 
any given point of time, but a determination to move in a cer- 
tain itraisht line ; and, at another given point of time, to 
move in another ftraight line, and fo on; fo that there 
is no fuch thing as a circular motion of avy particle of 
matter, coex‘itent at once; but all motion is, firiétly and 
properly-Jpcakug, a fimilar aad uniform quality, viz. a 


tell him that, the sutiox of the churz not only moves the inclofed cream, 
but im time produces butier ; which butter, according to Mr. W’s own 
curious inferences, mutt, though lying on a plate at ret, be nothing but 
mere motion, 
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body's going on according to its determination s which deter- 
mination is always in a ftraight line, and cavfesihe body te go 
ou actually in a ftraight iine where it meets with no refiftance ; 
and where it meets with refiftance by intervils, th-re to go on 
into new ftraight lines fucceffively, into which it is-diverted by 
fuch retiftance ; and, where it meets with continual refiftance, 

there to go on in a curve line, into which it is continually di- 

verted; and every fuch curvilinear motion, whether circular, 

or of any other fpecies whatfoever, is but the idea of a number 

of fucceflive motions of a body, never exiftent together ; a 

pure Ens Rationis, or operation of the mind; which confider. 

ing paft motion and future, and recolleéting the whole by the 

memory and fancy, calls that whole fometimes by one deno- 

mination and fometimes by another. How then can any of 

thofe modes of motion be the efficient of thought, or be them- 

felves thought ; when they are evidently nothing but the effeé 

and produét of it, viz. ideas framed merely by the imagination 
“* and memory.” * 

We have cited this quotation entirely, that we might not 
be thought to wifh to diminith its force of argument ; but 
if we recur to the learned author’s definition of motion,in the 
middle of it, that force at once vanifhes. Adotion, fays he, is 


firiétly and properly sane “6a body’s going on according 


** to its determination in a ftraight line.” And certainly, if, 
by motion nothing more could be properly meant than tne 
mere tranfition of body from one place to another, no mo- 
dification of it could poflibly generate fenfation and thought. 
But it is prefumed to be fomething more than the mere tran- 
fiiion of body from one place to another. We conceive, as 
before obierved, that mation, fimply and in the abftract, is 
the a€tion or exertion of a pewer fo independent of bedies as 
to be antecedent, and cven effentially neceflary, to their 
formation. Now that fuch motive powers, or that ele- 
mentary bodies, formed by and partly conftituted of fuch 
powers, may not poffefs the rudiments of /enfation and thought, 
is a pofition at Jeaft hypothetically admiflivle : and if, from 
the organization of bodies compounded of fuch elements, 
fenfation and thought may be philofophically deduced, as we 
conceive it may, Dr. Prieftiey’s doétrinc, that the foul and 
body of man may be of one homogeneous compofition, tho* 
ill {upported by himfelf, may not be fo wide of the truth, 
But be this as it may, Mr. W, is juft as wide the mark, in 
his difquifition, about matter, as is Dr. Prieftley. Nor is 
he much nearer in his reflections on /pirit, about which, 
with all his inward light, he appears to be ftill altogether ia 
the dark,—Of the human /pirit or mind, he obferves : 


* Third Defence of the Immort, of the Soul. Page 272, et feq 
, “ That 
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“¢ That every man has within himfelf a confcioufnefs of fome- 
thing diftint fion his body, and indeed from all exterfion ; for 
his body is fubjeé&t to bis mind, and under its direction and govern~ 
ment ; he feels what is ufeful or hurtful to it; when he enters: 
within himfelf by refle@ion and confcioufnefs, he feels, as it were, 
two oppofite interefts within him ; he is confcious of feedings which 
arife trom very different and feemingly opp: fite fources, and they 
often oppofe one another at the very fame time ; and in this flrug- 
gle (between a virtuous and vicious difpofition fuppofe) he is con- 
{cious that he has fomething within him which can increale the 
force and influence of either of them, by turning itfelf that way, 
and yielding to them. Now to fay that, that /ubflakce within 
us, which thus direéts, governs, reftrains or encourages, is the 
very fame with the governed, directed, &c. feems contrary to 
our natural feelings, and affo to reafon.” 

Now, ftranze as it may fvem, we are not only ourf Ives 
fo little cap-bl- of fieling that {piritual fubftance within us, 
which our author here {peaks of, but know fo few that 
can, that we recollect only the prefent writer and the Ju- 
dicrous author of Triflram Shandy that ever were fo cock- 
fure of their having a /ubflantial foul in their bodies.* 
Graver philofophers have frankly confeffed their ignorance 
in this refpeé&t. The celebrated profeflor Peter Van Maf- 
fenbreck, in adifcourfe delivered in Latin, at the Univerfity 
of Leyden, in the year 1740, fays, ** the human mind or foul 
éifcovers nothing about its own fubftance, but is all blindnefs 
in this refpeét ; and though it makes the greateft efforts to 
penetrate through thofe thick clouds, yetall its ftruggles are 
in vain, and this fubftance paffes all its penetration : 1n what- 
ever manner it attempts to enter into itfelf, it can find no 
admittance, every thing is clofe fhut up, and all its efforts 
prove abortive: we are, therefore, obliged to own, that 
the fubftance of the foul is unknown; and that no idea, 
conception, or notion, can be formed of it.”—Shall we 
then fay, with Diczarchus and Ariftoxenus, that man has 
no foul at all, becaule we can form no notion of the /ul/flance 
of it ?—By no means.—Man is compofed of body and foul, 
the one fubftance, the other fpirit ; for the foul is no fub- 
Jiance 5¢ neither is it, any more than the body, a fimple un- 


* St. Paul, indeed, and Horace, talk feelingly of the innate con- 
tention between oppolite inclinations ; but then they talked as moralifts 
and not as natural philofophers. 

+ It is, indeed, hardly poffible for thofe who call the foul a fub- 
fence, though they fhould qualify it with the epithet of /piritual, not 
to adopt the errors of materialifm, and conceive it to be material. 
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compounded being, The foul is a combination of afive 
powers, as the body is a combination of paffive powers; the 
former properly enough denominated /piritual, and the lat- 
ter corporeal. If to this doétrine there may be ftarted ob- 
jeGtions, on account of the difficulties attending a future 
ftate; we frankly repeat that mere natural philofophy af- 
fords no profpect of fuch a ftate; taking refuge againft po- 
pular odium, in Dr. Prieftley’s expedient, the fcripture- 
account of a general refurrection : by which, as the Doctor 
juttly obferves, a final ftate of retribution will be as effec- 
tually brought about, as if the natural immortality of the 
foul could be philofephically demonftrated. In fection the 
third, Mr. W. indeed, endeavours to fhew that a refur- 
rection of the fame being, is impoffible on Dr. Prieftley’s 
principles ; but, as we before obierved, thefe he either mif- 
takes or mifreprefents; at leat, if they are admitted to be 
fuch as the faireft conftruétion may put on them. We 
cannot help thinking it, therefore, highly injurious in Mr. 
W. to join the mob of calumniators in charging Dr. P. 
with being a materiaift, and fupporting doctrines that muft 
be attended with the moft deitructive and fatal confe- 
quences 3 ** doétrines that fuppofe this life our only place 
of exiftence, and take away all confidence in God, al] hopes 
of future rewards and fear of punifhment; tearing up alt 
religion by the roots, and rendering all our moral powers 
and faculties wholly ufelefs.’——That Dr. P. is not an 
orthodox chriftian, is moft certain; that he is not a fuffici- 
ently-informed natural philofopher, is equally certain; but 
that he is a bad moraliff or an enemy to all rel:gion, we can, 
by no means, admit. Vain, indeed, fays Mr. W, is that 
philofophy which runs counter to the facred fcriptures and 
the feelings of the mind.—As to the facred fcriptures, we 
agree with him; but he will excufe us if wedo not pay the 
fame divine honour to the feelings of the human mind.—‘‘He 
thattrufts, continues he, ‘* inthe vain reafoning of human 
wifdom ; in the airy fchemes of modern philofophers, will 
certainly be very unhappily deceived, when he finds in him- 
felf an immortal! part, ftrong and vigorous afier death,” #— 
A curious conclufion this! To be fure ‘* the vain reafon- 


* This is furely very unpliilofophica!ly expreffed! Is it poffible 
that a man fhould find iz himfelf an immortal part, ftrong and vigo- 
rous after death. After death there is no ftrength ox vigour left in the 
body; the foul is then the qwhole in which itrength or vigour can re- 
main; and doth this find in itfeifa part only that is firong, vigorous, 
and immortal ! 
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ings of human wifdom” is not to be trufted in oppofition to 
the genuine dictates of divine revelation: but a man may as 
well truft to che vain reafoning of human wifdom, and the 
airy fchemes of modern philofophers, with Dr. P. as to the 
rhapfodies of human folly, and the chimerical fyftems of 
encient philofophers, with Mr. W.——We fear, indeed, 
that the wicked wits of the day will be farther apt to 
follow his example, and be merry on this occafion, If 
the ceriainty of their deception, be not to be manifefted, 
till they arrive in that country ‘¢ from whofe bourne no 
traveller returns,” they may doubt our author’s affurance, 
They may even laugh, in their turn, at his denunciation, 
for its retembling that of the idiot, who, feeing a man afleep, 
cut off his head, and hid it in the ftraw; chuckling to 
think how the fleeper would be vexed and puzzled to find it 
again when he fhould wake. 

In the fucceeding feétions of this work, Mr. W. con- 
fiders the principles of human nature, as they are repre- 


fented in feripture; but we have dwelt fufficiently long on” 


{uch 2 performance. i 





A Differtation on the Languages, Literature, and Manners of 
Eafiern Nations. Originally prefixed to a Diétionary, Perfi- 
an, Arabic and Engitfo. The Second Edition. To which is 
added, Part Il. containing additional Obfervations. Toge- 
ther with farther Remarks on a New Analyfis of ancient My- 
thology : in Anfwer to an Apology, addreffed to the Author, 
By facob Bryant, Efg. By Fohn Richardjon, Efq; F.S. 4A. 
of the Middle Teu ple, and of Wadham College, Oxford. 8vo. 
6s. Boards. Murray, 


Having given a pretty copious account of the firft part of 
this differtation, in our Review for December laft, we thall 
confine ourfelves, in the prefent article to part the fecond ; 
in which the ingenious author has inferted fome obfervati- 
ons, corroboratory of certain paflages, which had been cen 
{ured in the firft, particularly by the learned Mr. Bryant; 
on whole analylis of ancient mythology our author cniers 
upon a farther examination; at the fame time defending 
himfelf from the charges contained in Mr. B’s apology, ad- 
drefled to Mr. R. though privately circulated, before it 
came to his knowledge.—In the firft part of this work, the 
author had ventured to queftion the authority of the Greek 


writers, with regard to Kaftern fubjects; and to give the 
‘ preference 
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preference particularly to the Perfians in matters refpeQing 
their own hiftory. After giving fome farther arguments in 
juftification of this preference in general, Mr. Richardifon 
proceeds to reply to fome particular remarks in Mr. Bryant’s 
before-mentioned apology; from which he cites the follow- 
ing paflage. 

** You favour the Perfian hiftorians; and perhaps very juftly. 
Yet I fometimes have apprehended, that you may hurt your owa 
caule by the principles upon which you try to eftablih it. For 
wheu you contraft the Perfian writers with thofe of Greece, you 
feem to found their merit on mere negatives; which fome may 
look upon as capital deficiencies. You accordingly tell us, p. 42. 
3. that there is no mention made of Cyrus the Great ; nor of 
Creefus: nor of the kingdom of Lydia being annexed to that of 
Perfia. There is moreover no account of Smerdis Magnus; nor 
of Darius the fon of Hyftafpes: nor does the name of Cyrus the 
younger occur ia the catalogue, which you give. Confequently 
the expedition under Clearchus, and the return of the ten thou- 
fand under Xenophon, are not to be found. Not a veflige, fay 
you, és to be difcovered of the famous battles of Marathon, Ther- 
mopyle, Salamis, Platea, or Mycale: all which, I fear, will 
not make in favour of your hiltorians. As they are therefore 
filent about fo many events, pray, what information is there, for 
which we may be beholden to them? Why, they tell us, you 
fay, p. 45. that the Grecians, fo far from having had any ad- 
vantages over the Perfians, were in reality tributaries to them ; 
and their ftates under contribution: p. 45. That Philip of Ma- 
cedon was likewife dependant upon the fame people: that he had 
been defeated in Macedonia by Darius; and paid annually a shou. 
fand golden eggs, p. 49, Laftly, what is very extraordinary, and 
little thought of, that Alexander the Great was a Perfian, the 
fon of Duirius Codomannus: the fame prince, whom he defeated, 
and fucceeded. ibid.” See Mr. Bryant’s Apology. 

It is impoffible, fays Mr. Richard’on, to call thefe ani- 
madverfions of Mr, Bryant, argument; : for fuch he has not 
thought neceflary. 

“ I with,” continues he, * Mr. Bryant had thought it equally 
unnecefisry to mifreprefent my meaning and mifquote my words: 
or (as he himfelf obferves, in re‘peét to the Dutch reviewers) ** to 
** invent matter of accufition, where the writer himfelf is guilt- 
** tefs.” Among other points which I fhall pafs unnoticed, I 
muft beg to know where I have faid, that the Greeks had wo ada 
vantages over the Grecians? where I have called Alexander a 
Perfian ? and where he is {sid to be the fox of Darins Codoman- 
nus? I have doubted, and I think with reafon, the magnitude of 
the Perfian -invations, and of the Grecian victories: but where 
have I denied the events themfelves? I have faid that Alexander 
fo 
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for whom the Perfians have a high refpect, was fuppofed by 
them to be the fon of Darab I. by a daughter of Philip; but to 
have been born in Macedon: does this conttitute him a Perfian?* 
Ihave faid too that Alexander was confidered as the brother dy 
half blood to Darab IL. (Darius Codomannu:) : does that make 
him his /oz?”” 

“, I mutt likewife beg of the learned gentleman to inform me, 
from what words of mine he can draw his conclufions iv refpect 
to Cyrus the Younger, and the expedition of Clearchus? Or 
where [ have, in the moft remote manner, even hinted a difbe- 
lief of that part of hitory? What right, let me alfo afk, could 
this prince have, either in Weftern or Eaftern hittorians, to a 
place in the catalogue of Perfian kings? Did he ever reign? Do 
we generally place a:nong the fovercigns of any ftate unfuccefiful 
competitors for the throne? Do we rank the Duke of Moumouth 
among the kings of England? How can we reafonably expeé, at 
the fame time, to find in Oriental writers the return of the ten 
thoufand Greeks ? Mi\uftrious as this retreat was, it is to accident 
alone that we are indebted for it, in any confpicuous light. Had 
not fuch a writer as Xenophon been actively concerned in 
the circumftances which he relates, it might have been but barely 
known, and unintere(tingly recorded: like many.a noble atchieve- 
ment, which in all ages, from inattention or inability to commees 
morate them, have been either loit, or very imperfeétly told. 
This famous expedition was certainly of high importance to the 
men engaged in it. It was glorious to the name of Greek. But 
could it ftand in any fuch light of confeauemce to the Perfians? 
It might be fufficient tor their writers fimply to mention, that a 
rebellion had broke out; that it had made a progrefs ; and that 
it was crufhed: without judying it in the leaft neceflary, to trace 
the fcattered remains of the defeated army thro’ all the difficul- 
ties of a route they did not know; or to relate adventures, 
which could never apparently reach their ear.” 

After a number of entertaining ancedotes, ferving to il- 
Juftrate the real manners and cuftoms of the Eait, Mr. 
Richardfon proceeds to repell another attack of Bryant’s, 
on the veracity of his narratives: introducing a curious in- 
ftance of that learned gentileman’s attempt at wit and hu- 
mour in criticifm. 

“ That fteady fyftem,” fays our author ‘ of conftituional 
government, found d upon laws, which, whilft it gives to the 
monarch a folid dignity, poiats out to the fubject the happy median 


* The Afiatics, on the contrary, fo far from calling him a Perfan, 
ftile him, in general, Efkander Yeuuani, Alexander the. Ionian or ‘the 
Greek ;, to diftinguith him from anotier famous E/kander ; whom they 
fuppoie to have been a very ancient king of Perfia, 
between 
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between rational obedience and abje& fubmiffion, has, io all 
times, been imperfectly known in the Eaft. There the defpotitin 
of the prince, checked only by the momientary and defultory re- 
fitance of the people, alternately curbs and unreins the {pirit : 
and plices the Afiatic character in lights fo oppofite, that we 
mutt not be furprized to find a fingular mixture of flaviffinefs and 
freedom in the defcription of the fame people. 

* A proper attention to diftinguifhing charaeriftics is not, 
however, always to be found in the remarks of the learfed. 
They too often decide with precipitation, They form their ideas 
of Afiatic objets, by the ftandatd alone of ancient and modern 
Europe ; and treat perhaps father too lightly whatever is foreign 
to their own line of obfervation. It is with prin thi; I find my- 
f:lf under the neceffity of bringing this obfervation home to Mr. 
Bryant ; and of differing fo often and fo pointedly from a geit- 
tlemin, whofe erudition, opportunities, and ingenuity, properly 
direfled, might have greatly extended our knowledge, and haps 
pily guided our refearchee into the darker periods of the hiftory of 
man. But, wedded, with foie fuperftition, to one language, 
and to one fet of writers, he looks proudly down upon all iences, 
without his own pale; and confiders facts, perie&tly confil- 
tent with Kaftern manners, as precifely on a leve! with the tales 
of Mother Goofe. 

* To illuftrate the oppofite fenfes of the fime words, in dif- 
ferent diilects of Arabia, I had int:oluced into my Dillertation 
(p. 5.) a fhort anecdote of the king of Arabia Felix and an en- 
voy. This has given Mr. Bryant field for a pretty difplay of 
humour. He has embellithed my finple tale with a very Ficeticds 
counterpart. And as it may poflidly amufe the reader, to avoid 
doing hin injuttice.by any attempt to abridge it, 1 fhall throw 
the whole into the xotes. * 


*<« The ftory, p. v. concerning the envoy, who was fent to the 
Tobba of Arabia, is equally extrae:diaary and entertaining. The 
prince, it fvemsy upon the envoy being introduced, fa:d to him, T’heby 
be jvate?, But this ia the dialect of the perfon fpoken to, unluckily 
ugniticl—precipitate yourfelf: which proved an unfu:tunate circum. 
ftance. For the poor envoy, with a fnazular deference for the orders of 
his foweretgn, went and threw himielf from the wall of the catt.c, and 
broke his neck, Now the commands of princes ought without doubt 
to be heeded: yet LE believe in this cafe few would have thewn tuch 
Jngular deference at fo fadden warning. One fhould think that a per 
fon would hefitate a little; and have made fome {mall inquiry before 
he had ventured all for nothing. In later times, a ferifible man may 
have fhewna miftaken regard; and have been led into anerrour: but 
liardly into one fo fatal, as that mentioned above. However, there have 
been faéts fumewhat fimilar: and as nothing fets off 2 hiftory to fuch 
advantage, as its parallel, accept what follows by way of illuftration ; 
for the precife t:uth of which I will not vouch: bet give it you as I 
receive it, The perfon concerned is fuppefed te have teen, like the 
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“ Iris a happy talent, we mutt confels, to trifle gracefully, 
Yet how few pollet: it! Below indeed we find a vein of plea- 
fantry, which we do not difcover every where. And, a: my poor 
ftory has happily breathed this vein, it would be wrong to regret 
the infertion of it, were it even irreconcileable with hiftory and 
manners It happens, however, not only to be recorded by many 
Afiatic writers, as well as by D’Herbelot, Sale, and other European 
Orientalifts ; but isin fuch pertect conformity with that enthuf- 
aftic deference, which people have been known, even in later 
times, to pay to the moft dreadful commands of their chiefs ; that, 
were the beft facts, which fupport the learned gevtleman’s Cuthite 
Syflem, but half as well grounded, his caitte’s ftrength might laugh 
a fiege to fcorn.” 

The examples, which our author cites in proof of this 
enthufiattic fervility, are entertaining and curious. 

«* The Carmathians were a powerful fect of Arabian Schifma- 
tics; who began to appear towards the end of the ninth century 3 
and, before the conclufion of the following, had made themfelves 
matters of fome of the fineft provinces of Baby Nonian ak. About 
the year 930, after ravaging the territory of Mecca, plunder. 
man above, an envoy: one, who refided here in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth: but of what country is not faid: though from his great 
politeneis, fome judgment may perhaps be formed. He is rtprefented 
as veryinfirm, and gouty: and at the fame time troubled with a pain- 
ful -etention. Ihe MSS, in which he is mentioned, defcribes him in 
the following manner. He was a very aged, and avery coflive Lords 
and jo m varred in bis knees and in his ancles with the gout, that he could 
Scant flond. One day, when he was in Privy Chamber, the Queen's 
Majefiie noting his infirmities, foyd unto kim: Goed my Lord, I wifh, 
that you could procure ycurfelf afi cl. He net truly apprehending her 
G as mie ANNE through dejault of language, but thinking of bis pris 
wate malady, went incontinent home: and t cok fo mai; laxatives ene- 


mas, and cathartics, that be was well nizh killed. And ! theugh > 
gave .im Hippocrafi, and many coi dial Optrents, ‘yet Jrom 4 
hallowtide to Scint Swithin, bis b: wwels avere like a bladder. Nor did 


« they recover themferves in a year, they were fo angered and ager a 


Whatever miftake ma y have been made, we tce here the utmoit come 
piatfance: and this tco, let me tell you, in very critical circumfances. 
Nothing could be more proper, than the regard thewn to the” fuppoted 
good wifhes of a prin ceis ; whofe wifhes we re eiteemed equal to com- 
mands. But 1 mutt confefs, wien a regard of this fort is extendéd te 
hanging or drowning, or to breaking one’s neck, it feems to be carried 
rather too far. And whatever fenfe of duty a perfon may entertain, 
yet I thould imagine, that he would think twice, before he implicitly 
obeyed: tor a leap down a precipice is no jeiting: matters In good 
truth, if I may be allow.d to fpeak freely, hiftories of this fort are 
very little oe to thote of the at refpectab! e lady, Mother Goole. 
On this account, I fhould imagine, that in your future publications 
they had better be omitted, lett the Perfians thould be eiteemed as great 
fablers as the Greeks.” 
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ing the city, defiling the temple, and deftroying near 40,000 
people ; their prince, Abu Thaher, had the boldnefs to appear 
before Baghdad with only g00 horfe. The Khalif’s general 
marched out to fe:ze him at the head of 30,000 nen: but before 
he attacked him, he fent an officer to fummon him fo {urrender, 
** How many men has the Khalif’s general ?”? fays Abu Thaher. 
*¢ Thirty thoufind,” anfwers the officer. ‘ Amongtt them all,” 
returns the Carmathian chief, “has he got three iike mine?” 
Ordering his followers then to approach, he commanded one to 
ftab himfe!lf, a fecond to throw himfelf from an eminence, and a 
third to leap into the Tigris. He was inftantly obeyed, and all 
of them perifhed. Then turning to the officer; ‘‘ He that has 
** fuch troops values not the number of his enemies.” And in- 
deed thofe determined men, furprized that night the Kh .lif’s 
ary ; who, over confident in their numbers, kept no guird, and 
obferved no precautions. Numbers were fl in; the reft difperfed ; 
and the General falling alive into the haods of Abu Thaher, he 
chained him amongft his dogs. 

‘¢ There is not g hiftorian of the Cruzades, European, or Afi- 
atic, who does not mention the Shzikhu Pjedel, or the Cld Man 
of the Mountain. This was a name given to a dynatty of princes, 
who reigoed in Perfian Irak, from about the year 10go till 1255, 
The fubjects of thofe chicfs were fo entirely devoted to them, 
that they put themilelves to death, like the Carmathians, without 
the jeaft hefitation: an inftance of which, fimilar to the former, 
is related by fevera! Mohammedan writers. When Haffan Sa- 
bah,* the founder of this dynafty, had become formidable, the 
Sultan Malekfhih Jelaleddia, Fmiru’l’omra to the Kalif of Bagph- 
did, feet an embaflador to require his fubmiffion Haffin, with- 
out making an immediate reply, defired one of his attendants to 
poignard himfelf; and another to leap from the battlements 
of the tower. He was inmediately obeyed: when turning to 
the embaflador, ‘* Seventy thoufand are thus attentive to 
my commands. Let this be my anfwer.” 

‘* Thefe chiefs, trom the devoted enthufiafin of their followers, 
became the terror of all the neighbouring princes; whom they 
Jaid vader contribution : for death was generally the confequence 
of their difpleafure. Their fubjeéts would affume any difguife, and 
penetrate into any place, fearlefs of the confequences, provided 
they could fucceed in the murder they were fent to execute. 
Amongft many great men who fell by thefe affaffins, were Amer 
Billah Khalit of Egypt, Moltarfaed Kalif of Baghd:d, and the 
Vizir Nezim ul Malk, whom J have fo often mentioned. The 
great Saladin very narrowly efcaped. He was attacked by three 


* From the name of Hafan, it is poflible the word A/f@fin may be de- 
sived. 
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of thgm in his tent, and was wounded ; but having great ftrength 
of arm, he feized. them, and, calling to his guards, they were 
foon difpatched. 

‘¢ The murder of.the Marquis of Montferrat, by two of thofe 
men, makes a great figure in the hiftory of the Cryzades. They 
had difguifed the nfelves like chriftian Monks, and ftabbed him ia 
the fleets of Tyre, when returning from dining with the bifhop 
of Reauvais. They were immediately feized ; and put to the 
moft excruciating torture: but they fuffered death without making 
any confeffion. As our Richard L. was then at open variance with 
the Marquis, the fufpicion of many of the princes of the Cruzade 
fell heavy upon him ; which reaching the ears of the Old Man of 
the Mountain. he addrefled the following curjous letter to Leopold 
duke of Auftria. so 


Zp Lespold Duke of Anfiria, the Ancignt of the Mountain, 
; wifheth heaith. 


‘€ Since many kings and princes beyond feas, blame Richard 
‘€ king and Jord of England, concerning the death of the Mar- 
“* quis of Montferrat, I {wear by the eternal God, and by the 
** law which we hold, that Richard is no way to blame in this 
“© refpe&, and that the death of the Marquis happened as follows. 

«* One of our brotherhood was coming in a fhip from Sa!telia 
“* to @ur territories, and happened to be forced into Tyre in a 
* ftorm. Upon this, the Marquis ordered him to be put to 
death, and then he feized all his money. Thereupon we feut 
*€ our ambaffadors to the Marquis, with orders to demand the 
*¢ money of our brother, and fatisfaction for his death, which he 


a“ 
nw 


** laid upon Reiguald the prince of Sidon; whereas we had in: 
** formed ourfelves by friends, whom we could truft, that the 
a 


Marquis himfelf had ordered the murder to be committed, and 
*¢ the money to be taken away. 


*¢ We therefore fent another ambaffador, and him he was going © 


** to throw into the fea ; but oyr friends hurrying him out of 
«¢ Tyre, he came back to us in ali hafte, and told us how he had 
“ been treated. We from that hour, determined to kill the Mar- 
quis, and we fent two of our bretheren, for that purpofe, to 
Tyre, who killed him openly,, almof in the fight of all the 
** pcople of that city. 

** Such were our motives for the death of the Marquis: and 
we affure you, with great truth, that Richard King of Eng- 
land, was no ways blameable fur the death of that ‘Marquis; 
and they who have done harm to Richard on that account, do 
ic without jultice, and without reafon 

* Be affurcd, we will kill no man, in this world, for reward, 
*€ or for money, unlefs he firft injure us.” 
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« The examples which might-be brought of the defperate obedi; 
ence of thofe men are innumerable. Almoft every Ealteru poten- 
tate, in felf-prefervation, found himfelf under the neceffity of 
making magnificent prefents to the Sheikhu’l’jebel. The knights 
hofpitallers and templars-alone fet him at defiance; and eved 
compelled him in turn to pay to them an annual tribute: for he 
well knew, that thofe republican orders could never want a head; 
and that the aflaflination of one or more grand.mafters might ferve 
only to exafperate, without weakening thofe formidable bodies. _, 

«+ Yet it may be obferved, that the importance of thole princes 
could never have refted alone upon their own ftrength. Dévoted 
and fearlefs as their fubjects might be, the power of many, of the 
neighbouring potentates could toon have crufhed them. But their 
private views, jealoufies and refentments, fcem to have operated 
with them in a manner nearly-fimilar to that which has long aétu- 
ated the ftates of Kurope; and givey a conlequence to the Barbary 
pirates, to which their own force alone could never have afforded 
them the leaft pretenfions. Even Saladin, who, in revenge for 
their attempt upon his life, laid wate the country, and demolifh- 
ed the capital of the affaffins, was induced, from fome perfonal 
confideration, not only ¢o pardon, but even to protect them. 
And they fubfifted with more or lefs power, til] the year 1255, 
when they were exterminated by the Tartar prince Houlagou, 
grandion of Jengiz Khap. A few, however, who had been trained 
up in the trade of murder, efcaped the general ruin:* for in the 
year 1271, our Edward I. who had taken the crofs whilf heir- 
apparent, was dangeroufly wounded by one of thofe wretches in 
his own apartments at Acon, The affaflin, it was fuppofed, had 
been hired by the Mohammedan governor of Joppa, by whom ke 
was fent to Edward, under pretence of negotiating a truce: in 
confequence of which, having free accels to the prince’s perfon, 
he fuddenly affaulted him, and ftabbed him on the fhoulder: but 
Edward grappling with the villain, threw him down, and dif- 
patched him with his own dagger. 

‘“* Thefe few faéts of undoubted authority, will, I flatter my- 
felf bring fufficiently within the line of probability, the miftaken 
obedience-of the Arabian envoy: and fatisfy, at the fame time, 
the learned critic, that Epiftetus was right, when he faid, that 
every thing had two handies: one, by which it might be held; 
the other, by which it-could not. Now, though the facetious 
gentleman has fhown us, that be underftands perteétly well, rife 
guatere populum; yet.as he poffefles alfo the happy talent of 
fometimes agreeably miftaking the right handie, the old philofo- 


* Some of the Affaffins, who fled from the {word of Houlagoy, 
eftablithed themfelves in the psovince of Mazenderan on the Cafpian 


fea: where they were deftroyed by Tamerique towards the end of the 
fourteenth century. 
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pher’s advice might perhaps be worth attending to, Psrws wx modus 
OF wy pande eM TorAARSs nde aevesa6v0, 22.4 9ngag Yx2 0 Terres a5 siairire 
”» : 
be 
In the /econd chapter of his fecond part of the diflertation, 
Mr, Richardfon enters, in his turn, on a critique of Mr, 
Bryant’s Mythology: which he introduces in the manner 
following. 

«¢ When a writer liigh in the fo” pronounces boldly his opinion, 
jt becomes immediately a kind of watch-word. It flics wide 
abroad: the echo reverberates from every quarter: and, as a po- 
lite writer * juftly obferves, “* A lucky word in a verfe, which 
6¢ founds well, and every body gets by heart, goes further than 
<* a volume of jut criticifm.” Boileau happened to fay fomething 
of the clinguant of Tajo and of Virgil's god; and the magic of 
the line overturned at once the folid and well built reputation 
of the Italian poets. 

‘* Now, though I cannot find out, how the excellence of one 
clafs of writers can be injured by the excellence of another; yet 
the bare fufpicion of merit in Eiftern authors feems to be viewed 
as high treafon againft the majefly of Grecian learning The 
courtly writer of the New Sy/lem of Ancient Mythology has faid, 
that it is in vain to look into them tor information : he has likened 
their hiftories to the tales of Mother Goofe:+ he has adopted 
the maxim, De railler d'un plaifant qui ne fait pas nous plaire: 
and, with nearly the fame knowledge of thofe writers, which 
another ingeniovs gentleman had of Strabo and Plutarch, he 
feems to fing, with him, 


Your Straw-boys, and Blue-turks, and [uch fort of fiuff ! 
Egad, I don’t value them one pinch of fnuff. 


Peremptory indeed are the decifions of this learned gentleman, 
upon every ground. But as] have cf late fen much reafon ta 
fulpect mere affertions ; and to think, that an undiftinguifhing de- 
ference for high authorities has ever tended to propagate errer, to 
damp difcovery, and to chick improvement in every fiencc, I 
have freely differed from him, and from many able men ; where- 


* Dr. Hurd, Bihhop of Litctifield and Coventry, on Chivalry and 
Romance, p. 84. 
' + This watch-word has already got abroad. See what it is to be a 
writer of ton! The authors of the Gentleman's Magazine for May 
377%, after a fhort but polite review of my Differtation, come in upon 
me at the end with—‘* As to the marvellous ftories he relates, they 
*¢ feem truly Perfian or Arabian tales ; and, to fpeak freely, (as Mr, 
¢¢ Bryant fays) are very little fuperior to thofe of that refpectable lad 
*¢ Mother Geofe."—Ahb! vraiment, que ce meme Monficur Bryant | 
un fort mauvais plaifant ! 
ever 
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ever I have feen caufe, or found arguments to fepport my opini- 
ons. 

‘¢ To countera@, in fome meafore, the clingaant of fo great’ 
a writer, Thad, in the former part of my Differtation, attacked 
his Radicals ; 1 had glanced at his Syflem; and I had endea- 
voured to fhow, how doubrfully qualified he was to judge of the 
point in queftion. This, it is true, has fomewhat raffled hime 
but he trices to carry it handfomely. He is indeed a merry man. 
Another merry man, in a periodical publication, has already faid 
fo; and it muft be true.t Yet the learned gentleman is fome- 
times a little fad or fo. Something like an April day: now raine 
ing, now fhining: langhing with one eye and crying with the 
other. He feems to wonder much what I had to do with his /y/~ 
tem: and, if he had given me a few good reafons, I fhould per- 
haps have wondered too. I wifh he hadprefixed to his book, 
the patent which y'ves him the exclufive privilege of differing in 
opinion from all the world. For, I was really miftaken enough 
to fuppole, that the right, which I had to diflent from him, was 
precifély equal to the right which I had to difient from a New- 
ton or a Montefquicu: and I fuppofed it to be precifely equal to 
that right, which the learned gentleman himlelf, has, with equal 
freedom, and more triumph, exercifed in condemning the fyttems 
of a Pezron, of a Wife, and of other ingenious men. 

“ That the Myssology ftood more in the fore ground of my 
Diilertation, arofe entirely from the nature of the work, The 
learned author had, en clinguant, depreciated without reafon, 
and without knewledge, languages which J thought it juft to 
turport. He had framed a /j/’em, which had in contemplation 
vatt obje@s indeed. It was deferibed as rhe bafis of biftory; the 
flandard of criticifm; and the guide to the fiudies of youth.* 
The dark labyrinth of the early ages was his objeé& of refe.rch 5 
and etymological analyfis his great clue of condu&. Bis feene 
ef a@ion lay chiefly on Afiatic ground; yet Afiatic languages he 
affected to defpife. He fubftituted definitions, which no man ever 
knew; and he fheltered himfelt behind the vifionary fhade of an 
inexilting tongue. —Yet in thofe neolected languages, I fancied 
there were fignifications expreflive and unforced, which might ile 
iluftrate remote antiquity. I fancied there were many, which, 
better than thofs he had chofen, might have enlightened the dark- 
nefs of his ingenious f\ftem ; and I fancied there could be no im- 
Propriety ia lubmitcting fuch definitions for public approbation er 
cenlure, 


} After indulging, fays this other man of humour, a.vein of plea- 
fantry which one would’ not have expcSed from the author of the Anae 
4yis. Gentleman’s Magazine for May 1778, p. 213. ‘ 

* Mythology, vol. Lid, pref. p. vi. &c. 
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*¢ All this has much hurt the learned author. He has ad- 
dreffed to me 4n Apology;* where I am aceufed of mifunder- 
ftanding his plan. He has faid that I had not read his book ; 
and he has chatlenged me to a deeper inveftigation. I with 
then to convince him that I have read his book; and it 
is poflible he now may think too much. I have been led to 
confider his /yffem, at large, with more attention: and what 
before feemed to be merely improbable, 1 now conceive, upon his 
own grounds, to be irreconcileable with the facred writings; to 
be unfupported by reafon; to be inconfiftent with itkif. Ina 
word, to be impofible. 

Our author proceeds accordingly to prove the incon- 
fiftency alledged, firft in the chronology of the Analyfis : 
fecondly in the theory of the difperfion and expeditions of 
the fons of Chus: a doctrine, which, he fays, has no 
foundation either in hiftory or reafon ; but ftands in oppo- 
fition to fcripture, and is even deflructive of the fyftem, 
which the author of the analyfis propofes to fupport.—Mr. 
R. confiders this fyftem next on etymological principles ; 
endeavouring to make himfelf and his readers merry at the 
expence of the analyft; whofe fimilar attempt, at being wit- 
ty, on the fubject, may juttify his antagoniit’s proceeding 
in the fame line; although we cannot help thinking them for 
the moft* part, very aukward, untimely and ill-placed.— 
We hall, therefore, take leave of thefe learned combatants, 
with a ferious paflage, extracted from Mr. Bryant’s analyfis ; 
where, fpeaking of the fy{ftems of P.zron and Wife, he 
fays, 

Yi Great refpet is certainly due to men of learning; and a 
¢¢ proper regard fhould be paid to their memory. But they for- 
‘* feit much of this efteem, when they mifapply their t.lents ; 
“* and put themfelves to thofe fhifts to fupport an hypothefis. 
** They may finile at their reveries, and plume themfelves on 
*€ their ingenuity in findirg out fuch expedients: but no good 
* can poflibly asife from it ; for the whole is a fallacy and im- 
** pofition, And a perfon who gets out of his depth, and tries 
** to fave himfelf by fuch feeble lupports, is like an ideot drown- 
“ ing: who laughs, and plunges, and catches at every ftraw.”’ 

Ww. 


a“ 


. 


* This apology was never publifhed: it was whifpered abroad: and 


was perhaps not intended for my infpeétion. Accident alone informed ° 


me of its exiftence: and to the politenefs of our much refpetted vice 
Chancellor anc Dr. Kennicott, I was indebted for the perufal. This is 
anew mode of apologizing, There is certainly bumour in this learned 
gentleman. 
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Dr, Duncan's Medical Cafes. iy, 


Medical Cafes felefted from the Recards of the public Difpenfary 
at Edinburgh; with Remarks and Obfervations ; bets the 
Subjlance of Cafe Leétures, delivered during the Years 1776- 
1777. By Andrew Duncan, M.D. Fellow of the Royal 
Colleze of Phyficians, Lefturer of the Theory and Praétice of 
Medicine, and one of the Phyficians to the public Difpenfary 
at Edinburgh, 8vo. 5s. Murray. 


In our review of medical publications,’ we have occafion 
to turn over fo many trivial and ufprofitable performances, 
that it is always with peculiar pleafure we find ourfelves 
enabled to notice works of merit in this department: and 
as fuch, we may venture to recommend the volume before 
us, the author of which is already well known to the world 
by feveral other ingenious pubiications, and by the great. 
fhare he has had in raifing the edinburgh fchool to its pres 
fent degree of repytation., 

‘The plan of this work will be beft learnt from the au- 
thor’s preface. 

‘¢ Tt was in confequence of a fuggefion from feveral ftndents 
of medicine at Edinburgh, and in compliance with their requcit, 
that I firft undertook to deliver Sefures; at that place, on the 
cafes of patients fubjeed to chronic difeates. With this view, I 
then propofed to pive medicines gratis, to a few patients only 
who might be the fubje& of lefturcs. .But the number of indie - 
gent individuals who made daily application to be admitted to the 
benefits of this charity, foon led to the eflablifhment of a public 
difpenfury at Edinburgh. Py this means, fome cafes, fo peculiar 
and important in their niture, became the fubject of thele lectures, 
that, I concluded, they might be of no inconfiderable ufe, as 
affording medical inftruction beyond the fphere for which they 
were originally intended. And, with this view, the prefent fe- 
lection of cafes and obfervations, is now fubmitted to public exa- 
mination,” 

The ingenious author goes on to obviate the objecti- 
ons which fome readers may oppofe to the publication of fo- 
litary fas, vhich can lead to no general conclufion, and 
which are perhaps, neither‘fufficiently finguiar nor impor 
tant to merit great attention, 

‘* But he who withes to regulate his prafice,”—fays the Dr. 
— not by what a warm imagination may fuggeft, but by what 
has already happened, wil! prefer fair analogy to mere {pecula« 
tion, And even the moft enthufiaftic theoriit muft allow, that 
while facts are the bafis of his opiaion, it is by thefe only, that 
his ingenious conjectures can be fully confirmed. Practitioners of 

Vor. Vill. I every 
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every fect, then, muft concur in wifhing, that faéts fhould be 
accurately recorded, and generally known. And if cafes have 
fometimes been obtruded on the public, which hardly deferve no- 
tice, there is certainly much more realon for regretting, that 
many facts, by which the medical art might be materially im. 
proved, are every day lolt, from negiecst on the part of thofe to 
whom they have occurred: or that, at the utmoft, they have 
ferved only to inftruét a fingle individual, and the limited circle 
of his acquaintance. while by pub-icstion, they would have proved 
much more exterfively ufeful. When therefore I prefent to the 
public, fads which afforded inftrudion to myfelf, my condu& 
needs no apology, and the intention, at leaft, merits approba- 
tion.”’. 

The hiftory of each cafe feems to be related with great 
accuracy, and in the fubfequent remarks we meet with 
many uleful practical hints; but as a work of this mature 
will not eafily admit of any abridgment, we fhall content 
ourfelves with pointing out fome of the moft interefting ar- 
ticles: thefe area cafe of epilepfy, cured by the ufe of 
the Cyprum Ammoniacum ; the hiltory of a petechial erup- 
tion without febrile {<mptoms, a difeafe which had before 
occurred to Dr. Groaf of Gottingen, and been defcribed 
by him ina thefis de petechiis five frbre; obfervations on a 
cancerous affection treated by electricity ; an account of a 
cafe of venereal gonorrhea, in the courfe of which, the 
Door brings many ingenious arguments to prove that go- 
norrhea and fyphilis are not, as has been generally fup- 
pofed, merely different modifications of the fame difeafe, 
but two different affections; obfervations on an obftinate 
cutancous affe€tion of the leprous kind, in which the vitri- 
elic acid was very advantageoufly adminiftered in large 
doles; this remedy we are told, is much ufed in Germany, 
and efpecially in the Pruffian armies, as a cure for the itch. 
At the end of the volume, we find an oration de laudibus 
Gulielmi Harvei, which it feems was dclivered by Dr. Dun- 
can, in the medical academy at Edinburgh, to commemo- 
rate that illuftrious phyfician, whofe difcoveries were of fo 
much importance to phyfiology and medicine. Dr, Duncan 
took occafion to pay this tribute in April 1778, on the ani- 
niverfary of Harvey’s birth day, and as we are informed in 
the title page, * binis jam clapfis feculis ab ipfius natali.’ 

The limits of our journal wiil not a/low us to enter 
more largely into the merits of Dr. Duncan’s work, but we 
cannot conclude our account of it, without expreffing a 
with that its reception with the public may be fuch, as may 
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tempt him to proceed to the publication of other volumes 
on the fame plan, M. 

















The Chriftian Orator delineated. In three Parts. By Thomas 
Weales. D. D. Vicar of St. Sepulcbre's. 8vo. 4s. tewed. 
Cadell. 


The falfe tafte, which fome of our popular preachers have 
introduced into pulpit oratory, is juftly reprehended by Dr. 
Weales; who lays down many judicious rules for the com- 
pofition and delivery of religious difcourfes: illuttrating his 
preeepts by examples from our beft Englifh divines. Per- 
haps, however, the moft efficacious recommendation to 
the difcourfes of divines, is the propriety of their life and 
converfation: which our Author recommends in the fol 
lowing paflage. 

“* Let the ambaflador of Chrift, fays our Author, ‘ aé, and 
talk, ard think as becometh one invefted with fo auguft and ho- 
nourable a charaéter. A good life is the moft compendious and 
the moft powerful of all reformers. It is a fort of argument that 
lies level to the apprehenfions, and will find its way into the 
hearts, of aJl men. Primitive lives and primitive labours can 
and will alone recover the refpec paid to our funétion in primi- 
tive days. As long as the preacher of the gofpel keeps his eye 
fteadily fixed upon that great end which he hath laid himfelf 
under the moft folemn vows never to lofe fight of, I mean the 
falvation of thofe committed to his charge, he may look upon 
himfelf, and ought to be looked upon by others, as a fel//ow- 
worker with God. But a$ foon as he takes his eye off from, or 
pays little or no attention to fuch end, he ought to confider him- 
felf, and will be confidered by others, as the moft perfidious of 
all traitors, the moft contemptible of all hypocrites.” 

We perfectly egree with Dr. Weales, as to the general 
purport of the above paragraph. Weonly wifh it had beea 
couched in terms, lefs liable to the fufpicion of spiritual 
pride. We with both the clergy and laity to entertain a 
juft idea of the nature and importance of the facred func- 
tion ; but we fear too many of the former are vainly puffed 
up with fuch kind of titles and appellations, as are made 
ute of in the above paflage.—*¢ Ambafladors of Chritt !"°— 
** Auguft and honourable characters !"——‘* Fe/low-workers 
with God !”—Whatever authority may be quoted for tne 
ufe of thefe terms, we think them very vain glorioufly ap- 
plied by the clergy to themfelyes ; whole pride, if they are 
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to be indulged in any, fhould lie in their appearing the 
meek and lowly fervants of the bumble Jesus. 26 


PE SN ee 


‘A Treatife on Building in Water. In Two Parts. Part. 

. Particularly relative to the Repair and Rebuilding of Effex 
Bridge, Dublin, and Bridge-building in general, with Plans 
properly fuited to the Rebuilding of Ormond Bridge. Peart 
M1. Concerning an Attempt to contrive and introduce qnick 
and cheap Methods for ereéting fubfiantial Stone Butidings 
and other Works, in frefh and falt Water, quaking Bogs or 
Muraffes, for various Purpofes ; fully laid down axd clearly 
demonftrated by Twelve praéical Propofitions, bur not in any 
Cafe exceeding Ten Fathom deep : Together with a Plan for 
@ Spacious and commodious Harbcur for the Downs in Eng- 
land, projecting to Twenty Feet deep at low Water. Prin- 
cipally addreffed, and peculiarly adapted to young and unexe 
perienced Readers. TLlluftrated wich Sixty-three Copper- 
plates. By George Semple. ato. 15s. Boards, Dublin 
printed for the Author, and fold by Taylor in London. 


This Author appears to be a judicious practical archited, 


2s well as to peficfs fome profeffional knowlecge peculiar 
to himfelf, although he is not the beft qualified to make a 
figure as a writer, ** 





A Treatife on Pra&ical Seamanfhip ; with Hints and Remarks 
relating thereto: defigned to contribute fomething t.wards fix- 
ing Rules upen philofophical and raticnal Principles; to make 
Ships, and the Maragement of them; and alfo Navigation in 
general, more perfect, and confequently le/s dangerous and 
deftrudtive to Health, Lives, and Property. By William 
Hiutchinfon, Mariner, and Dock mafter of Liverpool. 4to. 
12s. 6d. Printed for the Author, and fold by Richard- 
fon and Urquhart, London, and at all the principal Sea- 
ports in Great Britain and Ireland. 


We may nearly fay of this article as of the preceding. 





The Ayin Akbary, or the Infiitutes of the Emperor Akbar. 
Tranflated from the original Perfian. 4to. 5s. Boards. 
Longman. 


A part only of the Ayin Akbary ; which is a cote 
0 
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An Ode to the warlike Genius of Great Britain. 61 


of the Indian empire, written in the fixteenth century, by 
order of the emperor Akbar. The part here publithed, 
contains the fubah or vice-royalty of Bengal, and is given 
as a fpecimen of the whole; a tranflation of which is pro- 
pofed to be made by Mr, Gladwin, a gentleman in the Eaft 
India company’s fervice at Bengal.— fo the prefent publi- 
cation is added a {pecimen of an Afiatic vocabulary, pro- 
pofed to be printed by fubfcription, in three yolumes 


quarta, ** @ 





The Elementary Parts of Dr. Smith's Complete Syflem of Op- 
tics, felected and arranged for the Ufe of Students at the 
Univerfities. To which are added, in the Form of Notes, 
fome explanatory Propofitions from other Authors. 4to. 
los. 6d. fewed. Nourfe. 


A judicious and methodical abftra&t of Dr. Smith’s trea- 
tife; which has been long out of print, and whofe republi- 
cation is become the leis neceffary fince the publication of 


this excellent abridgement. page 





The Defcription of an Engine, for dividing Mathematical In- 
firuments. By Mr. John Ramfaen, Mathematical Infiru- 
ment-maker. Publifhed by Order of the Commiffioners of 
the Longitude. 4to. 5s. Nourfe. 


This defcription is accompanied with four engravings, 
exhibiting the different parts of the inftrument; which is 
extremely curious, and does honour to the ingenious 
artift, as doth the publication of its defcription to his pa- 
trons, the commifhoners of longitude. 





4n Ode to the warlike Genius of Great Britain, 4t0. 28 
Bew. 


Now all the Youth of England are on fire, 

And filken dalliance in the wardrobe lies ; 

Now thrive the armourers, and honour’s thought 

Reigns folely in the breaft of every man. 
SHAKESPEAR» 


Such 














62 Fafhion. A Poem. 


Such is the poet’s text. The following is a fpecimen of 
his comment. 


Genius of Britain! to thy office true, 
On Cox- Heath rear’d the waving banners view. 
Britifh {pirit never droops 
Where late the German hireling troops, 
A fervile, mercenary band 
Difgrac’d the ftate, and tham'd the land. 
Now behold a native race ! 
With freer ftep, and bolder grace, 
By Keppel, and by Amherft led, advance 
And hurl defiance tow’rd perfidious France. 
Is it fancy’s ftrong controul 
Which thus o’erfways my raptur’d foul ? 
Do mine eyes difcern aright ? 
Doth Beauty dazzle my faint fight ? 
In martial vett 
By Venus and the Graces dreft, 
To yonder tent, who leads the way ? 
Art thou Pritannia’s Genius? fay 
Or in the fofter features of thy face 
Trace we the likenefs of the Marlbro’ race ? 
Hail! fair Devonia! hail! 
Thy powerful charms prevail 
When Churchill’s offspring takes the field, 
Ne’er fhall the fons of Britain yield. 





America loft. A Poem of Condolence. Addreffed to Britannia. 
4to. 1s. 6d. Lewis, 


Poor Old England! were thy fituation really fo wretched 
as this writer’s verfes ; thou wouldft be worthy of condo- 
lence, indeed! e¢e 





Fafbion ; a Poem. Addreffed to the Ladies of Great Britain. 
dn two Books. 4to. 28. Williams. 


Tolerable verfification and fenfible fatire, thrown away 


on the follies of women, of which they are infenfible. 
*** 


The 
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Tyranny the worft Taxation. 63 


of The Spirit of Frazer to General Burgoyne; an Ode. To which 


isadled, the Death of Hilda; an American Tale. Infcribed 
to Mrs. Micaulay. 4:0, 1s. Bath printed, and fold by 
Goldfmith in London. 





A piece of Bath metal fent up toa London Goldfmith, 
to mike money of —What punifhment ought not to be 
inflicted on fuch counterfeiters of poetical coin. 








Second Thought is bet. Aa Opera of two Acts, performed at 
the Theatre Roval in Drury lane. Addreffedto R. B She- 
ridin, Eig. By F. Hiuzh, of the Inner Temple; in which 
is introduced the Song rejected by the Lord Chamberlain. 
8vo. 41s. Murray. 


thought, and his fecond thought 1s beft, bis frf thought 
muft have been a very bad one indeed. As to the printing 
of the fong, rejected by the Lord Chamberlain, it is the 
only good thought about the publication ; popular curiofity 
being ever excited to buy what thcy fhould not read, * * * 


If the piece, as it is here publifhed, be-the author’s /econd i 
| 








A poetical, furplicating, modeft and aff:Ging Epifile to thofe lie 


terary Coloffujes the Reviewers. 4t0. 18. Badwin. 


As we know of no Reviewers, who are Coloffufes, except 
the hodmandod of Faulcon court and ** the Jand-tortoife 
earth’d at Turnham Green,” we fuppofe this ludicrous 
epiftle, of courfe, addretied to them ; to whofe /earned and 
Jcientific animadverfion, therefore, we leave it. eee 


ae 














Tyrranny the worft Taxation ; a poetical epiftie to the Rt. Hon. 
Lord N.~: oftenfible Prime MMA———r. 410. 1s. 6d. 
Bew. 





Me 






“ If wifhing’s treafon, writing is no lef ; 
What overt-acts teem now in every prefs” 


seer aa 


Very true, Mr. Traitor, Such writings as yours would 
condemn you in any court of judicature in the kingdom, if 
not, indeed, of treafon to your king and country, of high- 
treafon againft Apollo and the Mutes. allies 


An 





€4 Verfes on the prefent State of Iriland. 


An Elegy in a Riding-Houfe. In Imitation of Virgil's firft 
Paftaral. 4to. 1s. Robfon. 


We have had elegies written in cathedrals, churches, and 
country-church-yards, We have had them from tea-gar- 
dens, ale-houfes, pantheons and public-houfes. We have 
now one from a riding-houfe, whence we fuppofe they will 
proceed ina ftill more private line, ’till they end in fome 
neceflary houfe. $* 





The Love Feaft. A Poem. By the Author of the Saints a Sa- 
tire, Perfection, Sc. Fe. 4to. 28. 6d. Bew. 


The character we have given this writer’s former pieces 
may be applied to the prefent. We admire his {pirit and 
approve his caufe; but we apprehend his arms, however 
keen and pointed, are not adapted to the object of attack, . 
—Fanatifm is callous to ridicule; perhaps, however, 
though it be unequal to the reclaiming the methodifts, it 
may prevent theit acquiring frefh converts ; as the engine, 
that cannot extinguiih a houle on fire, may prevent the ad- 


jacent ones from catching fire, and perifhing in the flames, 
* * # 





John and Sufan; or the Intermeddler rewirded. 4to. 6d. 
Wilkie. 


The political application, of a well-known tale, to the 
prefent circumitances of France, in her interpofition in the 
quarrel between England and America. q 





The Woman of Fafhion. A Poem. gto. 1s. 6d. Bew. 


Common-place abufe of the fafhionable females of the 
prefent day. ees 





Verfes on the prefent State of Ireland. to. “1s. 6d. Elmfly. 


The defign of thefe verfes appears to be bétter than the 
execution of them. Poetry and politics require a very 
mafterly hand, indeed, to conciliate them, 


Defultory 





—a | 


Maidern Chara@ters. 65 


Defultory Thoughts upon reading an interefting Letter to the 
Dutchefs of Devonjoire. Small 5 >. 1s. 6¢ Loo xman, 


A pleafant apology for the fafhionable fopperies of the 
fair fex. se 





Geographical Exercifes by William Faden. fol. 15s. Faden. 


Thefe exercifes confift of nine maps, with an equal num- 
er of fheets of letter- prefs, on which are marked the degrees 
of longitude and latitude of the principal places; in order 
to be filled up by the ftudent. ore 





Arifiophanes: being a colleftion of true Attic Wit : ‘containing 
the Fefts, Gibes, Bon Mots, Witticifms, Se. of S. Foote, Efq. 
Lords Chefterfield, Tyrawley, &c. 12m0. 4s 6d fewed. 
Baldwin. . 


There are fome good things in this colleGtion, fome bad, 
and fome much worfe. ‘The compiler it feems has heard of 
attic wit, but he certainly knows not what it is. 7? 





4 Letter to David Garrick, Efq; on his condu& as principal 
Manager and Aétor at Drury Lane. 4to. 2s. Williams, 


We look upon it that the Englifh theatre hath much the 
fame reafon for reprobating the management of Mr. Gare 
rick, as the Englifh nation hath to reprobate the adminiftra- 
tion of lord Chatham. Dearly, indeed, do both at prefent 
pay, and perhaps will pay for many generations, for the 
fhort-lived eclat ; to which they were raifed by thole cele- 
brated actors of the great and little world, atin 





Modern Charaéters, for 1778. By Shakefpeare, 12m0. 1% 
Brown, ¢ 


The moft popular perfonages of the times, chara@erifed 
by pafliges extracted from the plays of Shakefpeare. They 
’ Vert. VII. K were 





. . é ‘ 
66 An Invocation to the Genius of Baitain. 


were firft printed in the news-papers ; and from their pecus 
liar propriety and poignancy afforded much entertainment to 
the public. 





The offipring of Fancy. 2 vol. 12mo. 6s. Bew. 


Fancy is fo very prolific in this fantaftical age, that very 
few of its offspring are worth notice. ‘Ve have met, how- 


ever, with worle effufions of fancy, than this novel teems 
* * 
with, 





ah 


The Hiftory of Melinda Harley of Y.rkfire. 12mo. 2s 6d fewed. 
Robia‘on, 


Mrs. Metinda Harley, of Yorkthire, may pafs well enough 


for a counts: body; but really her hiftory was not worth 
bringing up io town, 





The unf rtunate Union, or tie Teft of Virtue, 2 vol. 12m0. 6s, 
Richardion and Urquhart. 





We cannot help thinking that Mrs. Melmoth, the he- 
roinc of this novel, cherifhes alittle falfe delicacy. It is, on 


the whole, however, a moral, entertaining and well-written 
performance, oF 





Sketches from Nature : or the Hiftory of Henry and Emma, and 
of Fanny and Lucy Stanly, 12mo0. 3 vols. gs. Nobie. 


Thefe fketches are not unaffeéting, although we do not 
** 


think them altogether the moft natural. 





An Invocation to the Genius of Britain, &e, 4to. 1s. Dodfley. 


The genius of Britain would-have-enough to do, were 
he .o attend to fuch invocations as thefe. Genus, ine 
deed, on all thefe occafions feems to poffefs fomewhat of the 
perverfenefs of the ftubborn fchool-boy; the more he is 
called, the more he won’t come, wee 


“ A 





me 
































The Patriot Vifion. | 67 














" A Panegyri¢e on Cork-Rumps. 8vo. 4s 64. Wilkie. 
ieee t 
This panegyrift, it is true, doth not foar like Horace, on i Eh l, 
the pinion of an e..gle, to knock his noddie againft the fky ; aad 
but by flicking the feather of his crow-quill into a cork, he ahh 
7 makes fhifcto mount, bottom uppermott, like a fhuttlecock. ane 
ns 
The Patriot Vifion. A P em dedicat 1 to the Memory of the late 
Ear! of Chatham. 4i0, 28.64. Bew. 
d, “© The author of the following Poem takes the liberty to inform 
the candid reader, that he had not written a fingle line, nor in 
the leit degree thoughe, of The Patriot Vifion, tila week after 
ght the death of the greit perfon to whofe memory it is dedicated. 
rth He th-refore prefents it to the publick with greit diffidence of its 
merit; but, however, could aot ceter its publication, as the pre- 
fent it.te of national affairs may change, and deftroy, in a great 
meafure, the effe& honeitly intended by this compofition.” 
és. What the «ffect, thus honeftly intended, is, we do not 
readily conceive, as we have no idea of the efficacy of the 
compofition before us, on the ttate of our national affairs. 
he- That the author is a well meaning patriot we make no it 
on doubt, but by his being fubjeét to fuch fanciful vifions as i 
ten the prefent, we canaot help thinking the object of his pa- 4 
‘# triotifm in fome meai're vifionary. As to his poetry, tho” 
not of the worit kind, it might have been better 1f compofed 
in leis hafte, Let the firit eleven lines ferve for exampie. 
on On Vecta’s* woody fhore a bard refides, 
Thatfea furveying, where fublimeiy rides 
BritaNnnia’s fl-ct, and waits the dread command 
not To fcatter vezeance over a guilty land. 
** 
Sure this Jand fhould be fea, unlefs the poet means that 
admiral Keppel’s fleet fhouid fail poft to the gates of Parise 
e ‘. 
, There, as the moon upon the ocean-ftream 
vere Dealt wide the glimmering of her filv’1y beam ; 
ine That melancholy night in penfive mood, 
the Upon the fea-beat ftrand the poet ftood. i 
ie fe When, at dread intervals, the folemn roar 
ee OF cannons thund’ring thro’ the watry fhore, ; 
Proclain’d aloud that CHATHAM was bo more. 
— * The ancient name of the Ifle of Wight, 


K2 





68 A Letter to Sir Robert Barker, Knight, &c. 


How is this? Did Britannia’s fleet firetheir guns, to no. 
tify the death of lord Chatham ? Or did their ordinary falutes 
on this folemn occafion, roar the news through the wood), 
wat’ry fhore fo plain, that the poet could conftrue the lan- 
guage of the guns? Be this as it may, it feems, the firing of 
the cannon firft acquainted the poet with the death of the 
afo:efaid patriotic peer. 


Britain’s brighteft ftar 
Tn peace her ornament, her guide in war. 


in confequence of which he returned home and fell faft 
afleep; when ** the gloomy mufings of his troubled mind” 
produced this Patriotic Vifion. ees 


a 


A Letter to Sir Robert Barker, Knight, F. R. S. and Georg 
Stacpoole, Efquire, upon general inoculation. By Join 
Coakley Letifom, M.D. F. R.S. and S. A. 4to. 64, 
Dilly. 


It is a proverbial faying that decors will differ: there are 


few fubjects, alfo, on which they have differed more than 
upon inoculation in general. It is no wonder therefore if 
general inoculation fhould yet remain a bone of contention. 
‘The celebrated Baron Dimfdale oppofes this practice in fo 
large an extent, from the opinion that it tends unneceflarily 
to {fpread the contagion, Dr. Watkinfon and Dr. Lett 
fom tells us that fuch practice has ro fuch confequence ; 
non nofirum eft componere, &c.—We fhall, therefore, leave | 
the difpute to the decifion of time and experience, after | 
quoting a fhoit paflage from the fenfible and well-written 
letter before us, 

“« The pradtice of inoculation,” fays Dr. Lettfom to the 
gentlemen he addiefles, * upon: the plan adopted by the So 
cicty, among whom you have condelcended to take a diftin 
guithed part, appeared of fo much importance, that the officers 
of the infitution have alfo been induced to make every inquiry 
that could afcertain its effets ; and the refult has proved, that 
the fum of good fo greatly exceeds the fum of evil, that the more 
gencral inoculation becomes, the mure extenfive and lafting will 
be the advantage of the public, 

“€ One iottance, in confirmation of this conclufion, hath o¢ 
curred et Ware in Herefordfhire, where the fmall-pox raged with 
confiderable violence and fatality lalt fummer. After about eight 
peilous had becn carried off by the difeafe, a general inoculatics 


. was 
, | 





an 














Stritures on the prefent Praétice of Phyfick. 69 


was propofed, ta.prevent thofe who had not yet been attacked, 
and whofe number was ftill confiderable, from fharing the fame 
fate. 

‘© The alarm which had naturally been excited by fo great an 
inftance of fatality, induced moft of the furvivors to adopt this 
propofition ; [pr 0po/al] after which not one died, and the infection hd 
was totally eradicated. I 


‘O no. 
alutes 
voody, 
e lan- 
ing of 


of the 







‘¢ Mankind are feldom unanimous in embracing the moft plau- 
fible plans, and a few families in the town did not chule to fub- 
mit to inoculation with the reft of their neighbours ; not one of 1 
them, however, caught the infection, although inoculation was i 

Hi 
rf 
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| faft 


nind” 
; #* 


otherwife general. 

‘+ From this circumftance one may infer, that inoculation does 
not in general fpread the difeafe; and that partial inoculation 
may fometimes be advifeable; indeed it is natural to imagine, 
that the infe@ion muft at leaft be leflened in proportion to the 










ae diminution of the violence of the difeafe ; and in this view alone, 
Jon the amazing difference muft afford a prevailing argument in fa- j 
, vour of inoculation” 





64, This conclufion Dr, Lettfom tells us is confirmed by 


examples arifing within his own obfervation ; from which ; 
he is convinced that the infection from inoculation is in ge« be 
neral fo mild, as that, with proper precautions, the prac- by 
tice might be fafely extended to the poor of the metropolis ; 
which would preferve the lives of many promifing children, 
who might either be loft to the community, from the fae 
tality of the natural infeétion, or become burthenfome from 
the confe quences of it. alli 














Striftures on the prefent Praéfice of Phyfick. Shewing its In- 
Sufficiency in many of the moft common and fatal Difoders ; 
and the prepricty of relaxing in fome Tenets, which cramp the 
Science, and give a merit to irregular Praétice. In the 






> the 
iia Courfe of which are fome Obfervations on ‘fames’s Powder, 
‘tin Le Fevre’s Gout Medicine, ana on feveral Recipes for the 





Bite of mad Dogs. Fc. With an eafy and infaluble Method 
of preventing canine Madnejs. Likewife, a plain Account of 






uiry : ; 
ye the Nature and Origin of the Geut : Whence a Cure is necefja- 
mort rily pointed out. eing the Refult of repeated Experiments. 
will i2mo. 2s. 6d. Bew. 














There is fomething very fhrewd in many of the Stric- 
tures, contained in this performance ;. which, though it 
May not be very acceptable to the faculty, may be ufeful to 
the public. It is, indeed, profefledly calculated rather for 
the 










70 On Government ; addreffed to the Public. 


the patient than the phyfictan. Among feveral fingularities, 
we meet with, we fhali quote only one, as an incentive to 
the reader’s curiofity to perufe the reft.—After endeavouring 
to’ prove that the gout is not Aereditary but perfonally ac- 
quired, our author propofes the following experiment; 
which, as he gives his word for its fucceis, there is no 
doubt but he has himfelf made it. 

** From a tender regard to the honour and dignity of human 
nature, 1 had fome thoughts of fupprefling what follows; but folid 
advantages muft not be facrificed to empty names.—Let the fcep- 
tic, then, take, for inftance, a hog of about two or three years 
old ; confine it in a very clofe place, fo as it can ule little or no 
exercife, for nine, ten, or twelve months; feed it with corn 
ground fine, and moiftened with wine, &c. In fhort, let him 
treat it, during the whole’ time, according to the receipt or pre- 
fcription before given for procuring the gout, as near as the nature 
of the animal will admit ; and, my word for it, he will have a 
curiofity which, perhaps, will repay his labour and expence: ke 
may, to the very great entertainment and inftruétion ot the world, 
introduce to their notice a new perfonage, in the character of 
Lord Chalkftone, who will ag his part as well as any lord of 
them all.” Prob! Scandalum magnatum ! eee 


(VARNES 


The Commandments of God, in Nature, Inflitution and Reve- 
lation, and religious Statutes in the ‘Fewifp aud Chriftian 
Churches. With Notes critical and hiflorical. Two Sermons 
preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, on 
Sunday, October. 12, 1777. By Anfelm Bayly, LL D, 
Subdean of his Majefty’s Chapels-Royal. 8vo. 15. Ridley, 


Twotruly clerical and courtly fermons, dedicated to Lord 
North ; whom'the preacher informs, they were drawn up 
and delivered with az eye to the times. By the pains taken 
and the learning difplayed in their compofition, it may not 
be unfairly concluded, that our well meaning doétor had 
alfo, prudentially, an eye to bimfelf. As we know no harm, 
however, in looking out for preferment, we hope he will 
not be difappointed. e** 


_—— 


On Government ; addreffed to the Public. $vo, WNoPrice nor 
Bookfeller’s Name, : ; 


Not 








—— 





Cozens’s Principles of Beauty. at 


Not knowing where this pamphlet is to be fold, we cans 
hot recommend it to the reader’s purchafe ; it would be in 
vain, therefore, for us to excite his curiofity by partial 
quotations, and we cannot find room for it all, if, indeed, 
we thought it deferved it. We muft not omit informing 
him, however, that it contains a projet for bringing 
about an univerfal empire; which being effected, the au- 
thor afks, wh2t nation muft be honoured with the /cat of 
empire, and is equal to fo great an undertaking ? To which 
queition he himfelf anfwers, 

‘© When I confider Great Britain, her natural ftrength, as an 
ifland, and her acquired ftrength, as the moft improved ifland in 
the world ; her improvements in fcience, to direét her to a proper 
ule of that ftrength; and the genius and fpirit of her inhabitants, 
to give a full exertion to fuch ftr.ngth and knowledge: when I 
confider this, I believe, I may venture to fay, that, if government 
do their part to improve all thefe advantages, there is not a king- 
dom upon earth, fo well entitled as Great Britaiu, to be the 
feat of this imperisl government ; nor do I believe, that there 
is a king upon earth, fo well qualified to wear the imperial laurel, 
as the king of Great Britain.” 


Well taid, Mafter Proje@or! Thou deferveft, for that - 


firoke, a {nug place on the civil lift, under thy univer/al 
Emperour, King George ! eee 





Principles of Beauty relative to the Human Head. By Alex 
ander Cozens, Fol. Imp. Paper. 11. 5s. Dodfley. 


The analyfis of beauty, by Hogarth, fet the whole herd 
of popular artifts faring at the dignity and importance of 
the pencil, Little did they imagine that, in painting por- 
traits, they were practical philofophers, confirming the thee 
ory of a fcience by the routine of art. Yet fuch they were, 
and the outlines of beauty are now generally allowed to be 
founded on neceffary and alterable principles in nature, 
Whether thefe principles may be carried fo far as the inge- 
nious author of the prefent publication pretends, we will not 
undertake to fay. “That our readers, howevcr, may form 
fome idea of Mr. Cozens’s performance, we fhall cite his 
obdfervations on the beauty of the human face in genera). 

‘* Simple beauty, fays he, is one and the fame, at all times, 
and in all places’; and is void of any predominant mental cha- 
racer. It proceeds from certain properties in the object, peculi- 
arly adapted to raife that idea, the iaveftigation of which I do not 
undertake, 
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92 The Maid of Kent. ~ 


undertake. ‘ Thus, were all: womavkind of the fimple beauty, 
thy would refemble each other, ——. : 

** Simple beauty may be compared to pure, elemental water, 
and charaéter is to beauty, as favour, fcent, and colour are to 
water; which, by the addition of thefe feveral infufions, will be 
termed fweet, or four, or fcented, or red, yellow, &c. viz. Ipecies, 
or forts of water. For the addition of charaéter to beauty gives 
the latter a diftinguifhing quality, producing all the different kinds 
of charaétered beauties, each equally pleafing as to the effea upoa 
the different taftes of mankind, but inferior to the firft or fimple 
beauty, in regard to purity of beauty. Thus, as I fuppofe that 
there is fuch a thing as elemental water, fo I prefume that there is 
elemental beauty, independent of tafte or prepoffeffion, but capa- 
ble of being blended with other qualities. As water may be mixt 
with wine,’ milk, &c. in the fame glafs; fo beauty with the ex- 
preffion of Majefty, or beauty with fenfe, &c. may be combined | 
in the fame face : the infufion gives flavour or expreffion to the in- 
fipid element ; and it may be obferved, that fome chara¢ters will 
unite more intimately with beauty than others, as it is eafy to 
conceive that the fteady, the artful, &c. accord lefs with beauty 
than the modeft, the good natured, &c. Hence it fhould feem 
that fimple beauty is pure, becaufe it has no charaéter.” 

Not that Mr. Cozens thinks beauty of face altogether 
deftitute of mental characters a faint degree of which he 
traces in each diitinét mode of beauty. But for fatisfaction 
on this head, we muft refer our readers to the work itfelf ; 
which is illuftrated with elegant and expreflive defigns, cn« 


graved by Bartholozzi. H. 
a 


Mentoria; or the Yoang Ladies InfiruGtor, in familiar Conver- 
Sations on moral and entertaining Subjets; calculated to ime 
prove young Minds, in the effential, as well as ornamental 
Parts of Female Education. By Mifs dun Murry. 12m0% 
3% Dilly. 


A laudable attempt to turn the attention of young 
minds, to mor: importarit objects than fuch as are generally 
made the end of female education. The prefent work, 
however, can be reyarded only as a theoretical fketch of 
the ingenious author’s practical plan of education, eee 





The Maid of Kent. A Comedy. 1s. 6d, Robinfon, 


One of thofe feeble productions, whofe mediocrity ‘of 
inerit equally fecures them from cenfure and applaufe. gee 





